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BABY STALK 

Heights menace sent to psych ward 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklyn Heights parents 
breathed a cautious sigh of 
relief this week with the arrest 
of a woman who had allegedly 
been stalking toddlers at area 
playgrounds and schoolyards. 

And while Tara Anne McDon- 
ald’s second trip through the system 
in the past two weeks has followed 
much the same course as her first 
— from police custody to a psychi- 
atric institution — the gravity of the 
allegations against her have put her 
under much stricter confinement. 

McDonald is being held without 


bail, and is undergoing a psychiatric 
evaluation to see if she is fit to stand 
trial, as a grand jury considers hand- 
ing down an indictment against her 
on a battery of charges including 
multiple counts of stalking, harass- 
ment, endangering the welfare of a 
child and attempted kidnapping. 

And there may be more charges 

Police are receiving additional al- 
legations against McDonald, who is 
believed to have been behind a 
bizarre string of harassment and at- 
tempted kidnapping incidents 
around Brooklyn Heights and Cob- 
ble Hill. 

According to a detective in- 


volved in the investigation, there 
have been at least eight more re- 
ports brought to the attention of 
84th Precinct police, which are be- 
ing investigated, in addition to four 
parents or caretakers who have 
agreed to testify against the suspect. 

McDonald was arrested on July 
16, at around 5 pm, after allegedly 
attempting to wrestle a stroller away 
from a Heights mother at Clinton 
and Montague streets. 

The woman screamed and Mc- 
Donald fled, according to police, 
however they caught up to her a 
few hours later during a canvass of 
the area. 

See STALKER on page 5 


Law tower OK 

Council approves school's high-rise dorm 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The City Council on Wed- 
nesday unanimously approved a 
controversial Brooklyn Law 
School dormitory plan that will 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

There were some tense 
moments but given the history 
that hovers over the former 
U.S. Postal Service site in 
Gowanus, the first meeting 
between the community, the 
developer and Lowe’s Home 
Improvement, the expected 
occupant, could be considered 
somewhat civil. 

After all, the development of the 
contaminated, 9.4-acre site — lo- 
cated between Second Avenue and 
the Gowanus Canal, from 10th to 
12th streets — has been the subject 
of at least two threatened lawsuits, 


put a new high rise in Down- 
town Brooklyn despite staunch 
opposition from the community. 

In a seemingly trivial llth-hour 
compromise, Brooklyn Law agreed 
to shave off the top two floors of 


one of which came from the neigh- 
borhood’s congressional represen- 
tative, Nydia Velazquez. 

Velazquez said in a prepared 
statement following the July 18 
meeting, “listening to the commu- 
nity is the best way for [developer 
Forest City Ratner] to proceed with 
the site’s development,” and includ- 
ed traffic and access to the canal as 
salient concerns. 

While the traffic impact lingers 
on the horizon, the most immediate 
concern facing the site is its envi- 
ronmental remediation, which was 
the subject of Thursday’s meeting, 
hosted by the Gowanus Canal Task 
Force Committee on the Develop- 
See TOXIC on page 9 


the 265-foot building, reducing the 
entire height to about 216 feet, not 
including the water tower and me- 
chanical equipment. 

For surrounding community 
groups, however, the compromise 
was far from an agreement 
reached through mutual consent. 
Instead, it amounted to a some- 
what negligible concession, a- 
chieved at the urging of Park 
Slope Councilman Bill DeBlasio, 
Downtown-Brooklyn Heights 
Councilman David Yassky and 
members of the council’s Zoning 
& Franchises Land Use subcom- 
mittee, who beseeched the Law 
School on Monday to truncate its 
proposal. 

Yassky, a professor at Brooklyn 
Law currently on leave but plan- 
ning to teach a course this fall, re- 
cused himself from voting, citing a 
potential conflict of interest. That 
move severely limited the commu- 
nity’s influence in the council, 
where a legislator’s vote and lob- 
bying power can carry a lot of 
sway in committee and in the full 
council. 

Yassky, however, did address 
Brooklyn Law Dean Joan Wexler 
before the subcommittee on Mon- 
day, saying, “To me, the interests in 
the continued success of the thriv- 
ing law school and in Downtown 
See TOWER on page 9 


Toxic fears 

Concerns over Lowe's site cleanup 



Could this be the new face of Coney Island? The Brooklyn Papers Illustration 

Mouse that roared 


Word of Disney eyeing Coney Island electrifies Boardwalk 


By Heather J. Wilson 

The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s a rumor the Walt Disney 
Corporation is calling goofy, 
but a published report that had 
the company behind Disney 
World, Mickey Mouse and the 
rebirth of Times Square eyeing 
sites in Coney Island brought 
more attention to the home of 
the Wonder Wheel in two days 
than the Brooklyn Cyclones 
have in a season and a half. 

Crain’s New York Business re- 
ported Monday that the entertain- 
ment industry giant was, according 


to unnamed sources, studying 
available Coney Island land parcels 
to determine whether there is 
enough space for them to develop 
in Brooklyn’s once glamorous 
playground by the sea. The report 
was rebuffed by a Disney 
spokesperson as, “unequivocally 

Although Disney officially de- 
nied it, Crain’s sources told the 
weekly newspaper that the enter- 
tainment giant was at an early 
stage in investigating land near 
Coney Island’s boardwalk. 

The report quickly generated a 
flurry of local news reports and ex- 


cited the sensibilities of longtime 
Coney Island advocates and racon- 
teurs, as well as Borough President 
Marty Markowitz and Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg. 

Walt Disney Corporation 
spokeswoman Michelle Bergman 
told The Brooklyn Papers on Tues- 
day that she did not know where 
Crain’s got their information but 
that the entertainment company 
does not have any current interest 
in developing in Coney Island. 

According to Dick Zigun, direc- 
tor of Coney Island USA, a not- 
for-profit local arts organization, 
the rumor of Disney investing in 


Coney is nothing out of the ordi- 
nary. In his 22 years as the head of 
Coney Island USA, which runs the 
famed Mermaid Parade, the Coney 
Island Side Show and Coney Is- 
land Museum, Zigun said word 
that Disney was coming to the 
“poor man’s paradise” has surfaced 

Just four years ago, Zigun said, 
Disney representatives took a good 
look at the area but quietly walked 
away after offering Horace 
Bullard, the owner of the defunct 
Shore Theatre across the street 
from Nathan’s, a deal that he 
See DISNEY on page 7 



Beer nuts 


North 11th Street in Williamsburg was jumping Saturday at a 

food & drink feSt at Brooklyn Brewery. Brooklyn Papers / Grog Mango 


Poll: Brooklyn prefers bridge tolls 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklynites would rather pay 
tolls on the East River bridges as 
a means for raising city revenues 
than pay higher taxes or higher 
bus and subway fares, according 
to a Quinnipiac University poll 
released this week. 

But if the poll showed a prefer- 
ence for the bridge tolls, in Down- 
town Brooklyn and Brooklyn 
Heights, which are at the foot of the 
Manhattan and Brooklyn bridges 
and stand to gain or lose most from 
the toll proposal, the debate still 

Citing backed up traffic and con- 
sequent air pollution, Roy Vanasco, 
chairman of Community Board 2’s 
Traffic and Transportation commit- 
tee, said, “Never in the world would 
I think people would seriously con- 
sider putting tolls on the East River 

“It didn’t work on the Verrazano,” 
he added, citing a backup of cars ap- 
proaching the Staten Island-bound 


Verrazano Narrows Bridge in Bay 
Ridge. 

Countering Vanasco’s argument, 
Jane McGroarty, chairwoman of the 
Brooklyn Heights Association’s traffic 
committee, said it is the Verrazano’s 
poor design that causes backups be- 
cause the toll plaza fans out and then 
drivers must all merge again into a few 
lanes to get on the bridge roadway. 

McGroarty asserted that tolls tend 
to reduce the number of people that 
choose to drive, thereby decreasing 
traffic. Additionally, she said, EZ-Pass 
technology would render the presence 
of tolls on the Brooklyn and Manhat- 
tan bridges practically unnoticeable. 

McGroarty said the only solution 
to the increasingly diminishing ca- 
pacity of the East River bridges to 
keep traffic flowing during rush hour 
was to consider tolls and “congestion 
pricing,” wherein the tolls would be 
higher during peak traffic hours. 

“So [tolls are] inevitable unless 
gas goes to $5 per gallon,” she said, 
but noted that she thought serious 
consideration of the measure was a 
long way off. 

The Quinnipiac poll, which asked 



Traffic flows toll-free over the 
Brooklyn Bridge. bp / File photo 


city residents which of the three op- 
tions they would choose, if they had to 
choose one, to raise revenues for the 
cash-strapped city, flies in the face of 
opposition from the borough’s political 
leaders, who have protested the idea 
since it was first suggested by Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg. 

Last February, the mayor included 
in his preliminary budget an item 
that called for the four East River 
bridges, three of which — the 
Brooklyn, Manhattan and Williams- 
burg bridges — connect Brooklyn to 
Manhattan, to become an engine of 
revenue-generation. 

The suggestion caused a brief but 
vocal political fender bender with 
clamorous protest from Brooklyn’s 
elected officials, including Borough 
President Marty Markowitz, council 
members Michael Nelson of Mid- 
wood, Lew Fidler of Marine Park 
and Diana Reyna of Bushwick, As- 
sembly members Felix Ortiz of Sun- 
set Park and Joseph Lentol of Green- 
point and state Sen. Carl Kruger of 
Sheepshead Bay and Midwood. 

Following the outcry, the idea 
had, more or less, slipped into ob- 


scurity as the mayor’s executive 
budget was drawn, and little more 
was heard on the matter, until the 
poll was released on July 17. 

The Quinnipiac University 
Polling Institute explored the idea in 
the context of closing the city’s ever- 
growing budget deficit, asking: “To 
balance the city budget, if you had to 
choose, which would you prefer — 
increasing taxes, increasing subway 
and bus fares or placing tolls on the 
free East River bridges?” 

They found that 39 percent of 
Brooklynites chose bridge tolls, 23 
percent chose an increase in taxes 
and 20 percent supported an increase 
in subway or bus fares. Eighteen 
percent were undecided. 

The pollsters surveyed 932 regis- 
tered voters citywide between July 8 
and July 15, using a random dialing 
system. The Brooklyn poll numbers 
were almost identic^ to the citywide 
results, which found that 40 percent 
of New Yorkers favored bridge tolls, 
23 percent increased taxes and 20 
percent hiking mass transit fares. 

The numbers are accurate, said 
See TOLLS on page 3 


It's official! Promenade reopens 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

What a difference a year 
makes. 

Last August, Brooklyn Heights 
Councilman Ken Fisher stood with 
Parks Commissioner Henry Stem 
against a drastically different sky- 
line to celebrate the completion of 
the first half of the promenade’s 
$2.7 million renovation. 


Fisher has since been term-limit- 
ed out of office, replaced by Coun- 
cilman David Yassky. Stem was 
axed by the new mayor and replaced 
with Adrian Benepe, and the view 
from the Brooklyn Heights Es- 
planade, stretching roughly between 
Cranberry and Remsen streets, is 
now missing the Manhattan sky- 
line’s anchor, the Twin Towers. 

Among those changes, the less 
dramatic restoration of the prome- 


nade continued, with replacement of 
the asphalt hexagonal blocks and 
the blue stone trim along the walk- 
way. Benches have been substituted 
with those featuring the design of 
1939 World’s Fair benches, new 
lampposts have been added and the 
drainage system has been upgraded. 

provements to the gardens along 
the promenade’s hem are expected 
to take place by mid-October, with 


a planting of snow-in-summers, 
ajugas and about 10,000 tulip and 
daffodil bulbs, which are expected 
to bloom in spring. 

“When people come here, to 
visit us . . . you know where we 
bring them,” said Borough Presi- 
dent Marty Markowitz, who was 
also not in office when last a rib- 
bon was cut on the promenade. 
“[The promenade] is where we in- 
troduce people to Brooklyn.” 


The first half of the project, 
which cost $1.2 million, was com- 
pleted last June with a subsequent 
ribbon cutting-groundbreaking cer- 
emony in August 2001, that cele- 
brated the beginning of the $1.5 
million phase two. 

A few weeks later, Sept. 11 
would arrive, and the promenade 
became what Benepe referred to as 
a “secular church” attracting the 
See OFFICIAL on page 9 



Cutting ribbon on promenade Wednesday are (I to r) Marian Wood, for Coun- 
cilman David Yassky, 84th Pet. Insp. Christopher Rising, CB2 District Manager 
Olanike Alabi, City Parks Commisioner Adrian Benepe, Borough President 
Marty Markowitz and Brooklyn Parks Commissioner Julius Speigel. BP/Tom Caiian 


Check out The Brooklyn Classifieds — this week on pages 9, 10, 11. To advertise, just call (718) 834-9161. 
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CSATNICK 


W offer quality jewelry, precision 
timepieces and fine giftware t 
prices to fit every budget... 


& 


FREE 

Lay-a-Way Plan 
On all Purchases 



Serving the community for over 40 years 
1 96 Joralemon St. (off court so 
(718)852-1421 • Fax (7 18) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 1 1 :00am - 5:00pm 





e m e n + 


Ear Candling 
Reflexology 
Facial Rejuvenation 

Monthly Specials 

258 Henry St. Brooklyn Heights 
(Between State & loralemon) 

718.855.4850 

elementnha@yahoo.com 


David Berg Lecture Series 
Presents 

Teshuvah - 

Repenting Before G-D 

Monday, July 22 
Confidence that G-d forgives 


Prepare 
for the 
High Holy 
Days 


Monday, July 29 
The Joy of Repentance 


Monday, August 5 
The Kabbalah of Teshuvah 


Monday, August 12 

Practical Teshuvah 


V 

fi 

i Congregation B'nai Avraham 

1117 Remsen Street - Brooklyn, NY 11201 
(718) 802-1827 




Exclusively for Treatment 
of Varicose Veins of All Sizes. 
Spiders and Facial Spiders. Leg Ulcers. 
17 years experience 
National clientele 

9920 Fourth Ave., Room 305 (718) 748-2659 

(Bet. 99th & 100th StS.) http://ww* n jl @ ns.com 


Clark Gesner, 64, Heights actor-composer 


By Paulanne Simmons 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Composer, lyricist, libret- 
tist, actor and Brooklyn 
Heights resident Clark Ges- 
ner died suddenly July 23. 
Gesner, 64, was pronounced 
dead on arrival at St. Clare’s 
Hospital in Manhattan at 
7:30 pm. The hospital did not 
release the cause of death. 

Teresa Johnson, administra- 
tive assistant at the First Unitari- 
an Church, where Gesner was a 
member, said Gesner had previ- 
ously been hospitalized for car- 
diac problems and was sched- 
uled for bypass surgery, which 
he had postponed in order to 
take care of personal business. 


Gesner was best known for 
his musical, “You’re a Good 
Man Charlie Brown,” which 
opened March 7, 1967 at the 
off-Broadway Pearl Theater, 
where it ran for 1,597 perform- 
ances. In 1999, the play was 
staged as a revival, this time at 
Broadway’s Ambassador The- 
ater. It ran for six months and 
won two Tony awards. 

Gesner is also the author of 
the musicals “The Utter Glory 
of Morrissey Hall” and “Ani- 
mal Fair,” which had its New 
York premier at the Gallery 
Players in Park Slope last sea- 
son. Several years ago, the 
New Theatre Company pro- 
duced “The Jell-0 Is Always 
Red,” a revue of Gesner’s 
cabaret and theater songs. 


His television credits in- 
clude writing for “Captain 
Kangaroo,” “Sesame Street” 
and “That Was The Week That 
Was.” As an actor he per- 
formed regionally in musicals 
such as “1776,” “Lend Me a 
Tenor” and “Carnival.” 

Bom in Maine and educated 
at Princeton University, Gesner 
moved to New York City in 
1960 to pursue a career as a 
theatrical writer. His first job 
was as cue a card boy for the 
children’s TV show “Captain 
Kangaroo.” After a stint in the 
Army, he moved to Brooklyn 
Heights because he’d heard it 
was quieter than Manhattan. 

The son and grandson of 
Unitarian ministers, Gesner 
was a deacon of the First Uni- 


tarian Church on Monroe 
Place at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights. 

Alfred Blanco, a fellow dea- 
con, said of Gesner, “He was a 
delightful, sweet human being. 
He added light to a conversa- 
tion. He had a gentle sense of 
humor. He was intelligent, tal- 
ented and sensitive.” 

For more than a decade, 
Gesner was the theater review- 
er for a local newspaper. At 
both the Heights Players and 
Park Slope’s Gallery Players, 
Gesner was remembered as a 
good friend. Both companies 
have staged “You’re a Good 
Man Charlie Brown.” And the 
Heights Players also produced 
Gesner’s scripted version of 
O’Henry’s short story, “The 



Clark Gesner bp / File 


Ransom of Redchief.” 

The Heights Players’ John 
Bourne recalled “The 
Philadelphia Story” as the first 
Heights Players production 


Gesner reviewed. 

“I directed the show,” he 
said. “I remember Clark com- 
mented that everybody expect- 
ed Katharine Hepburn. But he 
said that the gal who played 
the part made it her own.” 

He also remembered that 
Gesner had his own special 
seat at the theater — B9. 

“We always saved it for 
him,” said Bourne. “He sat in 
that seat for at least 12 years.” 
Gallery Players president 
Mary Ruth Goodley said, ‘He’s 
been a good friend for the the- 
ater, but I don’t think he let that 
get in his way. He spoke his 
mind. We did not always agree. 
But he was always fair.” 


Man is beaten with bat on Henry Street 


84/76 Blotters 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A 28-year-old Brooklyn 
Heights man was brutally 
attacked with a baseball 
bat by a gang of four men 
on the comer of Henry and 
Joralemon streets. 

At around 11 pm on July 
18, the victim was struck 
across the back of the head 
with the bat. As he fell to the 
ground one of the attackers 
demanded his money, while 
another said, “Don’t hit him 
anymore,” according to police. 

The muggers then rifled 
through the victim’s pockets 
taking his wallet, which con- 
tained $80, credit cards, iden- 
tification and his ATM card. 
The gang then fled south on 
Henry Street. 

Left the brie 

An unsophisticated thief held 
up a man coming out of a gour- 
met grocery store on July 21, 
taking $28 but apparently by- 
passing the epicurean fortunes. 

At around 6 am, the victim, 
31, left a grocery store on 
Smith Street, between Bergen 
and Wyckoff streets. The vic- 
tim made it about a block 
from the store when, he told 
police, a man brandishing a 
black handgun asked, “How 
much money you got?” 


The victim handed over $28 
and the thief fled. The groceries 
were not reported stolen. 

Picked in market 

A woman was shopping in 
a grocery store on Montague 
Street, between Clinton and 
Court streets, when, she told 
police, her pockets were 
picked by a rude shopper. 

The victim, 42, was grocery 
shopping on July 20, at around 
4 pm, when another woman 
bumped into her. Moments later 
the victim was bumped again, 
and she asked the careless shop- 
per to be more careful. She then 
heard the woman say to some- 
one, “Let’s get out of here.” 

As the victim got to the reg- 
ister to pay for her groceries 
she realized her wallet had 
been stolen from her purse. It 
contained $24, credit cards 
and a library card. 

Two hours later, the vic- 
tim’s credit card was used at a 
Banana Republic and Macy’s. 

Police are currently investi- 
gating surveillance tapes from 
the grocery store. 

Well heeled 

A lover’s quarrel broke out 


in front of the New York Mar- 
riott Brooklyn on Adams Street, 
between Willoughby and John- 
son streets, when a stiletto was 
pulled — the shoe variety, that 
is — and a man was battered 
over the head with it. 

On July 18, at around 5:40 
pm, the victim, 27, of the 
Bronx, told police that his 21- 
year-old girlfriend took off her 
high-heeled shoe and whacked 
him over the head causing 
swelling and cuts to his face. 

Police took the woman into 
custody and charged her with 
assault. 

Boy blunder 

Police at the 76th Precinct 
caught a boy July 17 who is 
suspected of committing sev- 
eral robberies on the Hamilton 
Avenue footbridge crossing 


over the Gowanus Expressway 
at Hicks Street. 

The first incident occurred 
on July 13, at around 3:30 pm, 
according to police, when a 
woman, 28, was robbed of $40 
and her cell phone. The victim 
told police she was threatened 
with a knife during the en- 
counter. 

Three days later, at around 
5:20 pm, a 24-year-old woman 
told police she was robbed of 
$11, by a boy matching the 
suspect’s description, who 
threatened her with a stick. 

Officers from the Robbery 
Apprehension Module staked 
out the bridge and didn’t have 
to wait long to catch their man. 

On July 17, at 3:30 pm, the 
14-year-old boy threatened a 
passerby, 55, with a rod, accord- 


ing to police. Officers swooped 
down on the scene, caught the 
boy and made the arrest. 

The victim confirmed that 
the boy attempted to rob him, 
police said. 

Officer Jason Previte of the 
RAM Unit made the arrest. 

Easy entry 

A 23-year-old man on Ami- 


ty Street, between Clinton and 
Court streets, was robbed 
while he slept. 

The victim told police he 
woke up at 8 am on July 18 to 
discover his cell phone, DVD 
player and wallet containing 
$30 had been stolen. The vic- 
tim also realized he’d forgotten 
to lock the back door. 


Do You Work in 
Downtown Brooklyn? 

Consider Kiddie Korner 

Jewish Preschool 
for children aged 6 mos - 5 yrs 
Full Time • Part Time • Extended Day 8-6 
117 Rcmscn Street (betw. Clinton & Henry Sts) 
Call for a tour today: 718 596-4840 



Call for an appointment 

718 - 782-8376 


A quick ride on the 
G train to Metropolitan 


LEGAL NOTICE 



Christopher Sinclair-Ray. My present 
name is: Shawn Christopher Ray a/k/a 
Shawn Sinclair. My present address is: 
1330 Fulton St., Bklyn, NY Apt. 2G. 
My place of birth is: Brooklyn, NY. My 
date of birth is: 5-11-72. BP29 


County, on the 17th day of July, 2002, 

N00601/2002, e a copy 6 of which^rnay 
be examined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, 
KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston 
Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201, in 
room 007, grants me rights to: 1. 
Assume the name of: Evan Tong. My 
present name is: Ying Wai Tong. My 
present address is: #2078, East 29th 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 229. My place 
of birth is: Hong Kong. My date of 
birth is: 03/18/87. BP29 


applied for by the undersigned to sell 

under the alcoholic beverage control 
law at 88, Suydam Street, Brooklyn, 

tion. El Vacan Restaurant Corp. 88, 
Suydam Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11237. 






Smith. My present name is: Etrice 
Emel Dukes Jr. My present address is: 
315 Lexington Avenue, Apt. 2A. My 
place of birth is: Brooklyn, NY 11216. 
My date of birth is: 5/1 5/00. BP29 

NOTICE OF SALE. SUPREME COURT OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK-COUN7YOF 
KINGS. WELLS FARGO BANK MINNESO- 
TA, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR DELTA FUNDING HOME 


A FUNDING CORPORATION AS 
SERVICING AGENT v. WOODROW 



^32 MADISON STREET, 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11221; Being in 
the Borough of Brooklyn, County of Kings, 
City and State of New York, bounded and 


point on the southerly side of Madison 
Street, distant 450 feet westerly from the 
corner formed by the intersection of the 
southerly side of Madison Street with the 


westerly side of Patchen avenue; BEING A 
PLOT 100 feet X 20 feet; Amount due per 
judgment $120,033.25, plus costs and 



filed judgment and terms of sale. MARK A. 
LONGO, Esq., Referee. PETER T. ROACH 
AND ASSOCIATES, P.C., Atty for Pltf 100 
Jericho Quadrangle, Suite 215, Jericho, 




J STORAGE / 
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New York’s 

Largest Lighting 
Showroom 

is in Brooklyn 

Lampshades ■ Lighbulbs 
Lamps & Fixtures Repaired 

19th Century™ 

I n the electric era of the 1800’s, fans were characterized by 
spiral ceiling rods and centrally placed blade holders. The 

these early traditions and adds elements i 

ornate patterns recall decorative influences of cast metal parts 
and tin-type moldings reminiscent of the period. 



Clark Gesner, 64, Hts composer 



1073 39th Street 

(corner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 

(718) 436-2207 


By Paulanne Simmons 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Composer, lyricist, libret- 
tist, actor and longtime 
Brooklyn Heights resident 
Clark Gesner died suddenly 
on Tuesday, July 23. 

Gesner, 64, was pronounced 
dead on arrival at St. Clare’s 
Hospital in Manhattan at 7:30 
pm. At press time, the hospital 
declined to release the cause of 
death. 

Teresa Johnson, administra- 
tive assistant at the First Unitari- 
an Church, where Gesner was a 
member, said Gesner had previ- 
ously been hospitalized for car- 
diac problems and was sched- 
uled for bypass surgery, which 
he had postponed in order to 


take care of personal business. 

Gesner was best known for 
his musical, “You’re a Good 
Man Charlie Brown,” which 
opened in 1967 at the off- 
Broadway Pearl Theater, 
where it ran for 1,597 perform- 
ances. In 1999, the play was 
staged as a revival, this time at 
Broadway’s Ambassador The- 
ater. It ran for six months and 
won two Tony awards. 

Gesner is also the author of 
the musicals “The Utter Glory of 
Morrissey Hall” and “Animal 
Fair,” which had its New York 
premier at the Gallery Players in 
Park Slope last season. Several 
years ago, the New Theatre 
Company produced “The Jell-0 
Is Always Red,” a revue of Ges- 
ner’s cabaret and theater songs. 


His television credits include 
writing for “Captain Kangaroo,” 
“Sesame Street” and “That Was 
The Week That Was.” As an ac- 
tor he performed regionally in 
musicals such as “1776,” “Lend 
Me a Tenor” and “Carnival.” 

Bom in Maine and educated 
at Princeton University, Gesner 
moved to New York City in 
1960 to pursue a career as a the- 
atrical writer. His first job was as 
cue a card boy for the children’s 
TV show "Captain Kangaroo.” 
After a stint in the Army, he 
moved to Brooklyn Heights be- 
cause he’d heard it was quieter 
than Manhattan. 

The son and grandson of Uni- 
tarian ministers, Gesner was a 
deacon of the First Unitarian 
Church on Monroe Place at 


Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights. 

Alfred Blanco, a fellow dea- 
con, said of Gesner, “He was a 
delightful, sweet human being. 
He added light ti a conversation 
He had a gentle sense of humor. 
He was intelligent, talented and 
sensitive.” 

For more than a decade, Ges- 
ner was the theater reviewer for 
a local publication. At both the 
Heights Players and Park 
Slope’s Gallery Players, Gesner 
was remembered as a good 
friend. Both companies have 
staged “You’re a Good Man 
Charlie Brown.” And the 
Heights Players also produced 
Gesner’s scripted version of 
O’Henry’s short story, “The 
Ransom of Redchief.” 
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By Heather J. Wilson 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Rep. Vito Fossella 
declared victory Friday in 
his effort to preserve the 
current distribution of Title 
1 funding for Brooklyn 
schools after an amend- 
ment put forth by Sen. 
Hillary Clinton failed to 
achieve a compromise in a 
House-Senate conference 
committee. 

That amendment would 
have reworked the federal 
funding formula, which cur- 
rently requires that education 
funds for poor children be 
doled out on a county by coun- 
ty basis, rather than by school 
district. 

Fossella said that once he 
got wind of the plan, he mobi- 
lized support against Clinton’s 
amendment. 

Brooklyn has 293 Title I 
schools, out of 384, and 
189,000 Title I-eligible stu- 
dents. A school is considered a 
Title I institution if its student 
makeup is comprised of 68 
percent or more students 
whose family income is below 
the poverty level. 

According to Fossella 
spokesman Craig Donner, each 
borough’s Title I schools re- 
ceive education funding based 
on the total number of Title I- 
eligible students in that bor- 
ough — taking into considera- 


tion those students who are Ti- 
tle I-eligible but whose schools 
are not regarded as Title I insti- 
tutions because its student pop- 
ulation does not meet the 68 
percent requirement. 

Title I funds, therefore, nev- 
er reach a Title I student who 
does not attend a Title I school, 
although their head-count eli- 
gibility still translates into fed- 
eral money elsewhere. 

“Let’s say there are 1,000 Ti- 
tle I-eligible students but only 
500 go to Tide I schools. 
Brooklyn will get money for all 
1,000 students even though 500 
of them benefit,” Donner said 
of the current Title I formula. 
“The way it worked prior to 
1995 was all the money went to 
the central Board of Education 
and then the Board of Educa- 
tion gave money only to Tide I 
schools. So with those numbers 
as an example, Brooklyn only 
would have received funding 
for 500 students. 

Because Brooklyn’s poverty 
is less concentrated than in the 
other four boroughs, Donner 
said the formula safeguards the 
borough from losing money. 

But Clinton believes the for- 
mula is far from fair because 
boroughs with heavy poverty 
concentrations divide the Title 
I money among more students 
per school. 

According to Clinton 
spokeswoman Nina Blackwell, 
under the current funding 
method, the Bronx — where 



the concentrations of poverty 
are the greatest in the city — 
receives $552 per student. 
Queens receives $771 per stu- 
dent and comes in second to 
the Bronx in terms of poverty 
concentration, with Manhattan, 
in third, receiving $712 per 
student, Brooklyn receives 
$811 per student and Staten Is- 
land, Fossella’s home borough, 
which comprises the largest 
portion of his district, receives 
$1,718 per student. 

Clinton’s amendment, which 
was passed by the Senate in 
June as part of the Supplemental 
Appropriations Bill for fiscal 
year 2002 — a bill also being 
used to fund the war against ter- 
rorism and to help rebuild New 
York — looked to guarantee 
each borough the same amount 
in Title 1 funds as it received in 
FY 2001, but mandated that 
funding over and above that be 
distributed according to the for- 
mula used prior to 1995. 

“She aimed to correct this 
inequity,” Blackwell said. Title 
I funding currently results in 
dramatic differences in fund- 
ing per student throughout the 
city. [Clinton’s] change would 
ensure Title I increases for 


Stabs ex in 
3rd Ave. apt. 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A woman was arrested after 
allegedly stabbing an ex- 
boyfriend in the shoulder with 
a letter-opener on July 20. 

The two got into an argu- 
ment at an apartment on Third 
Avenue, between St. Mark’s 
Place and Warren Street, at 
around 9 am. The row turned 
violent and the woman stabbed 
her ex-beau, 63, according to 

The woman was arrested 
along with another woman, 
whose offense could not be de- 
termined at press time. 

Crime pays 

A parking ticket scofflaw 
opted to rack up one debt to so- 
ciety — namely grand larceny 
— to pay off another. 

On July 10, at around 3 pm, 
a woman, 52, was notified by a 
bank representative that her 
credit card had been used to pay 
off $1,619 in parking tickets. 

The victim, of Park Slope, is 
not sure where she might have 
encountered the delinquent driv- 
er but is certain that her Visa 
card was used without her con- 
sent. Police are investigating. 

School robbed 

A school on Lincoln Place 
between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues, was burglarized of 
four digital cameras valued at 
$4,000. 

The room was locked up by 
two teachers at around 4:30 pm 
on July 16, but when they re- 
turned on the morning of July 
19, at around 9:45 am, the door 
was unlocked and the cameras 
were gone. 

Cash & booze 

A burglar unlawfully treated 
himself to cocktails by flash- 
light on July 20, from a restau- 
rant on Seventh Avenue, be- 
tween Third and Fourth streets. 

The restaurant had closed at 
around 2 am on Saturday, but 
when a 26-year-old employee 
came to open the business at 
around 10 am the following 
morning, he found the padlocks 
had been removed and the front 
gate had been opened. 

The burglar made off with 
$700 in cash, $30 in quarters 
and assorted liquors, valued at 
$800. 

Call dropped 

A 30-year-old woman was 
violently interrupted while 
speaking on her cell phone at 
Berkeley Place off Seventh Av- 

At around 1 am, on July 19, 
the victim was making a call 
when, she told police, someone 
ran up behind her, pushed her to 
the ground, grabbed her phone 
and her pocketbook and then 


The Heights Players’ John 
Bourne recalled “The Philadel- 
phia Story” as the first Heights 
Players production Gesner re- 
viewed. 

“I directed the show,” he 
said. “I remember Clark com- 
mented that everybody expect- 
ed Katharine Hepburn. But he 
said that the gal who played the 
part made it her own.” 

He also remembered that 
Gesner had his own special seat 


“We always saved it for 
him,” said Bourne. “He sat in 
that seat for at least 12 years.” 
Gallery Players president 
Mary Ruth Goodley comment- 
ed, “He’s been a good friend for 
the theater, but I don’t think he 
let that get in his way. He spoke 
his mind. We certainly did not 
always agree. But he was al- 
ways fair.” 
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every borough in the coming 
year and she remains commit- 
ted to correcting this inequity 
in educational assistance.” 

Fossella contends that for- 
mula would have actually 
stripped Brooklyn students of 
$3.8 million. 

“For the Brooklyn school 
system and parents and teach- 
ers, especially in a mid-year 
adjustment like this, to have to 
find almost $4 million, is not 
an easy task. I think the last 
thing we want to do is change 
an equitable formula and take 
money out of Brooklyn 
schools,” Fossella said. “New 
York City came up with 68 
percent threshold, and we 
don’t think that is a fair num- 
ber. We have been arguing for 
the Board of Education board 
to lower that threshold. We 
want to see more kids benefit 
from Title I dollars.” 

The current formula was 
drafted by Rep. Susan Moli- 
nari, Fossella’s predecessor, in 
1994. Last year, Congress re- 
examined and ultimately re- 
jected rewriting the formula 
during the reauthorization of 
the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act. 
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juries but lost her phone, credit 
card, MetroCard, $40 and her 
pocketbook, valued at $200. 

Insult to Injury 

A local merchant was robbed 
of her wallet and then her credit 
card was illegally used at other 

At around noon, on July 6, 
the victim’s wallet was stolen 
from out of her pocketbook 
while she was working at her 
boutique on Sixth Avenue at 
Dean Street. Ten days later, the 
thief began racking up charges 
to the card, according to police. 

Bloody trail 

A burglar made off with 
$10,000 in jewelry from a busi- 
ness on Fifth Avenue at 12 th 
Street, apparently hurting him- 
self in the process. 

A 34-year-old employee 
opened the store at around 10 
am on July 15, to find the front 
gate pried open, the front win- 
dow smashed and display cases 
looted. He also discovered 
blood in the store, which police 
believe may belong to the thief. 

A hand tool used in the 
break-in was found on the 

Stabbed on 5th 

A 20-year-old man was pass- 
ing along Fifth Avenue, be- 
tween 14th and 15th streets, 
when he was attacked by four 

At around 8 pm on July 20, 
the victim was thrown to the 
ground by the four attackers 
and stabbed repeatedly in the 
back, arm and chest. 

The extent of the man’s in- 
juries were not included in the 
police report. 
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Atlantic Antic canceled 
thanks to spring fair 



The increasingly less 
annual September street 
fair, the Atlantic Antic, has 
been cancelled for the sec- 
ond straight year, eliminat- 
ing the biggest fundraiser 
for the Atlantic Avenue 
Local Development Corp- 
oration and costing the 
group so much in funding 
that they have had to let go 
their executive director. 

Last year. Mayor Rudy Giu- 
liani revoked all street-closing 
permits in the aftermath of the 
terrorist attacks on the World 
Trade Center to keep law en- 
forcement personnel concen- 



Free Cell Phone 


To make up for the absence 
of that street festival, the LDC 
held its “Atiantic Antic Spring 
Fair” on May 4, featuring 
more artistic and child-friend- 
ly programs than in years past. 
However, the city’s policy is 
to grant only one street closure 
permit per year, leaving the 
LDC, founded to promote 
economic development from 
Fourth Avenue to the East 


Carl Blumenthal is out. 


River, with no permit for its 
regular Antic this September. 

“The city has a tradition of 
some duration . . . that an or- 
ganization is granted only one 
street-closing permit per year,” 
said the LDC’s president, Can- 
dace Damon. 

“We had been hopeful that 
that tradition would be ignored 
in this instance given the cir- 
cumstances of last year,” she 
said. “Unfortunately, we were 
not successful in persuading the 
city to do away with tradition.” 

Damon defended the LDC 
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decision to hold a fair in May 
despite the fact that it ran the 
risk of losing the group’s 
biggest fundraiser. 

“We needed to have a 
fundraiser when we did be- 
cause we did not have a Sep- 
tember, 2001 event” she said. 
“So if we were going to contin- 
ue paying staff and undertaking 
programatic activiues, a 
fundraiser between September, 
2001 and September, 2002 was 
an absolute necessity.” 

The annulment not only 
cancels one of the avenue's 
busiest shopping days — esti- 
mated to draw about 500,000 
people to more than 400 ven- 
dors, including 100 local mer- 
chants — but also cost the 
group its only full-time em- 
ployee, executive director Carl 
Blumenthal, who is stepping 
down because the LDC can no 
longer pay him. 

“It’s sad,” Damon said. “It’s 
going to involve a very signif- 
icant restructuring and some 
very intense fundraising.” 
While the May 4 event was 
hailed as a programmatic suc- 
cess, winning recognition from 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and 
the Department of Business 
Services as a paradigm of 
grassroots community-based 
economic initiatives, it was not 
successful monetarily. 

Damon estimated that tradi- 
tionally the Antic nets between 
$35,000 and $50,000, while 
the spring fair, she said, “did a 
little better than break even.” 
“Financially, it was not as 
successful because it is very 
hard to position a new date,” 
Damon added. “The Antic has 
27 years of experience and 
everyone knows that date.” 
The LDC has an annual op- 
erating expense of around 
$100,000, the bulk of which is 
covered from the antic’s profits 
and revenues from the LDC- 
owned building at 494 Atlantic 
Ave., which houses its basement 
offices as well as four residential 
tenants and the ground-floor 
cafe Flying Saucer Cafe. 

Blumenthal is stepping 
down after two years in his 
current position. 

“I’m going to miss the 
place,” Blumenthal said. “But 
I’m going to stay in touch and 
I’m looking forward to a great 
future for Adantic Avenue. I 
hope I’ve made a contribution.” 
Damon herself is a volunteer 
with the LDC, holding a full- 
time position as a partner with 
the consulting firm of Hamilton, 
Rabinovitz & Alschuler. The 
board of directors includes 11 
more volunteers. 

Additional funding has 
been provided to support the 
creation of a master plan for 
the avenue, which is interja- 
cent to a pair of other major 
public works projects in the 
borough, the planned Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park development 
along the East River from At- 
lantic Avenue to the Manhat- 
tan Bridge, and the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music Cultural 
District in Fort Greene. 

In March, the LDC issued a 
request for proposals (RFP), 
and two months later, Denver- 
based Civitas Inc., was select- 
ed to lead the planning. 

While the LDC wifi attempt 
to maintain operations on a 


TOLLS 

Continued from page 1 
Maurice Carroll, director of the 
Quinnipiac Polling Institute, an 
independent pollster that regu- 
larly surveys residents in New 
York, New Jersey and Con- 
necticut about political races 
and issues of public concern. 

“How do you know we’re 
right?” asked Carroll. “The only 
test you can use is the track 
record on stuff you can ensure. 
The elections we’ve been right 
[and] we use the same system.” 

The poll was galvanizing to 
advocates of bridge tolls, such 
as Transportation Alternatives, a 
Manhattan-based non-profit or- 
ganization that lobbies for de- 
creased reliance on cars. 

“It’s not surprising at all,” said 
John Kaehny, the group’s execu- 
tive director. “It costs you three 
bucks a day to take public transit, 
but people who drive don’t have 
to pay. That fact is not lost on 
your average Brooklynite. 

“The traveling public under- 
stands that charging more for 
transit will cause more people 
to drive, which causes more 
honking, more traffic, more air 
pollution — and they don’t 
want that,” Kaehny added. 

Markowitz, however, was 
not ready to hit the breaks on 
his anti-toll argument reiterating 
what he said several months 
ago when the idea first came up 
in the mayor’s budget. 

“The borough president be- 
lieves that we must find ways to 
increase revenues but he feels 
that East River tolls aren’t the 
best way to do that,” said his 
spokesman Andy Ross. “Re-in- 
stituting the commuter tax and a 
small temporary income tax 
surcharge on those earning 
more than $150,000 a year is 
far more equitable.” 


shoestring, Damon said the 
master plan would not be af- 
fected. That should be com- 
pleted by this Christmas. 

As for future Antics, 
whether they will be held in 
spring or September of next 
year, Damon said, “That’s 
something we’ll discuss as a 
board and something we’ll 
discuss with the merchants 
and vendors.” 
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A patient's guide to knee pain and surgery 

Head of the knee center at Maimonides exposes knee pain's potential dangers & myths 


es Medical Ce 

Ronald R Grelsamer, 
MD, who is chief of Hip and 
Knee Reconstruction at 
Maimonides Medical Cen- 
ter, has published “What 
Your Doctor May Not Tell 
You About Knee Pain and 
Surgery: Learn The Truth 
about MRTs and Common 
Misdiagnoses — and Avoid 
Unnecessary Surgery,” a 
concise, straight-forward 
guide with answers to 
dozens of important ques- 
tions about knee pain and 
surgery. 

Dr. Grelsamer’s clear, can- 
did book offers expert advice 
on solutions other than surgery 
for the millions of Americans 
of all ages who suffer from 
knee pain. Dr. Grelsamer also 
provides concrete guidance on 


relieving pain for virtually 
every knee condition, takes a 
revealing look at the hidden 
causes of knee pain and pro- 
vides needed guidelines for 
finding the right knee doctor. 

Perhaps most importantly. 
Dr. Grelsamer’s book offers 
warnings about MRI (Mag- 
netic Resonance Imaging), an 
extraordinary tool that allows 
doctors to look inside the hu- 
man body, but a tool with sig- 
nificant limitations when it 
comes to diagnosing common 
knee ailments. He notes sev- 
eral common conditions that 
can be missed by MRI: early 
arthritis, partial ligament tears, 
kneecap malalignment and 
cartilage tears; and offers cau- 
tions for avoiding surgery that 
knee doctors often recom- 
mend unnecessarily, based on 
the misreading of MRI im- 
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ages. In fact, the accuracy of 
the MRI is arguably one of the 
greatest myths in the world of 
orthopedic medicine. 

“If this book had been writ- 
ten 15 years ago, perhaps 
there would be fewer miscon- 
ceptions about knee pain and 
the surgery to correct it,” lauds 
Prof. Thomas A. Einhorn, 
MD, chairman of the Boston 
University School of Medi- 

Dr. Grelsamer has crafted 
not just a readable analysis of 
the options for knee pain and 
surgery, but a clear, useable 
guide from which millions of 
Americans can benefit. Among 
the reader-centered features of 


“What Your Doctor May Not 
Tell You about Knee Pain and 
Surgery” are: 

•Specific warnings about 
how to prevent and care for in- 
juries from running, tennis, 
skiing, basketball, soccer and 
other sports 

• Information on two sim- 
ple, underutilized X-rays that 
could save thousands of dol- 
lars in medical tests 

•Rehabilitation exercises for 
each type of knee injury 

•A step-by-step program for 
alleviating knee pain due to 
arthritis 

A noted researcher of ortho- 
pedic injuries and joint re- 
placement procedures, Dr. 


^ MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 

(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modern Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 
- Air) 



Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 

WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 

SH ®S and insurance plans accommodated 


General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 


Jack Irwin, dd s 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718 / 768-8372 

917 / 893-8581 

Evening & Saturday Hours 


Permanent Hair Removal Specialist 

Heights 

Electrolysis 

Theresa Parolisi, C.RE. Board Certified 


- Computerized 
Equipment 

- Disposable 
Sterile Probes 


PERMANENT 

METHOD 

For Women, Men & Teens 


Medical Arts Bldg. 1 42 Joralemon St., 9E 
596-0541 - FREE CONSULTATION - 


Estela V. Ogiste 

M.D., Ph.D., P.C. 


115 Smith St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 

(718) 222-1700 

Fax: (718) 222-5580 

51 East 122nd St. 

New York, NY 10031 

(212) 828-8300 

Fax: (212) 722-3932 



Grelsamer is a board certified 
orthopedic surgeon. He has 
published numerous books and 
articles in academic journals. 
He also is a member of numer- 
ous professional societies, in- 
cluding the Orthopedic Re- 
search Society, and has been 
recognized by his peers for ex- 
cellence, as evidenced by his 
receipt of such awards as the 
1995 research award from the 
American College of Sports 
Medicine, Greater New York 


Chapter. Dr. Grelsamer has 
been listed in Castle Connol- 
ly’s “America’s Top Doctors” 
and New York magazine’s 
“Best Doctors of New York.” 
Dr. Grelsamer is a recognized 
pioneer in the areas of hip and 
knee reconstruction. He says the 
knee center at Maimonides 
prides itself in providing indi- 
vidualized care that recognizes 
that some patients require 
skilled physical therapy, while 
others require complex surgery. 


The Maimonides orthopedic 
team is dedicated to improving 
mobility and function while 
minimizing the pain and dis- 
comfort of bone, joint, muscle 
and ligament problems. A team 
of talented and skilled orthope- 
dic surgeons treats a full range 
of musculoskeletal conditions 
from simple fractures to severe 
arthritis of the hip and knees; 
sports related injuries, scoliosis 
and other spinal disorders. 

Maimonides, a 705-bed facil- 


ity, is the third largest independ- 
ent teaching hospital in the 
United States, offering highly 
sophisticated medical and surgi- 
cal care provided by world re- 
owned physicians, skilled nurs- 
es and dedicated support staff. 
Widely recognized for its 
achievements in medical tech- 
nology and patient satisfaction, 
Maimonides expertly serves the 
distinct need of New York resi- 
dents while attracting patients 
from around the globe. 


Health Plus honors students 
with B+ or higher averages 


Health Plus rewarded 
1,213 first- to eighth-grade 
students that got an overall 
average of B+ or higher in 
all their academic classes 
this year at Project A+ 
Plus, a week-long student 
reward program. 

From My 8 to My 12, the 
cMdren, who receive health 
insurance through Health Plus, 
were awarded Toys ’R Us gift 


certificates, T-shirts from the 
organization, as well as chil- 
dren’s books donated by the 
Neighborhood Literacy Cam- 
paign. 

The students, ages 6 through 
12, presented their report cards 
and received their gift certifi- 
cates at Health Plus communi- 
ty-based locations in the 
Bronx, Brooklyn, Staten Island 
and Queens. Parents were de- 
lighted and proud to see that 
their children’s efforts were 


Atlantic Medical Assoc. PC & Atlantic Dental Assoc. PC 

A Multi-Specialty Group Practice 


• FAMILY-CENTERED CARE for children and Adults 

• WOMEN'S HEALTH services: Cancer screening, and 
prevention, family planning, gynecological care, STD and 
HIV prevention and care, menopausal care and HRT. 

• GENERAL DENTISTRY for adults and children: root canal 
therapy, periodontal prophylaxis, dental surgery, crowns, 
bridges, dentures, laminates and bonding, bleaching 


All providers are highly qualified, experienced, board certified/ 
board eligible physicians and nurse practitioners. 
Medicare/Medicaid and most insurance accepted. 


31 7 Atlantic Ave. (betw. Smith and Hoyt Sts.) 

(718) 858-4000 SlWffl Mon-Fri 9-6; Sat by appt. 


Look & Fool 

TERRIFIC 


This summer is your chance to 

- Lose body fat & gain muscle 

- Improve your health & fitness 

- Increase your energy & strength 



WOMEN'S HEALTH 



Personalized Midwifery 
care for your pregnancy 

Labor & delivery in 
a safe hospital setting 

Routine Gynecology 
including yearly pap 
& breast exam 

Childbirth 
education classes 

Walk-in pregnancy tests 
Women caring for Women 

Loft office in 
the center of Soho 


Soho Midwives of St. Vincents 


135 Spring St. NYC, NY 10012 

( 212 ) 274-0900 


recognized. Out of all the stu- 
dents acknowledged, around 
83 received top honors as 
Dean’s List for receiving 95 
percent or higher. 

“Health Plus feels that educa- 
tion is a vital part of our mem- 
ber’s quest for a better standard 
of living,” says Dominic Mas- 
cara, Health Plus Chief Market- 
ing Officer. “By recognizing ac- 
ademically high achievers. 
Health Plus is encouraging all 
students to study hard during 
the entire academic year.” 

Health Plus has rewarded 
,000 students that re- 
ceived good grades since Pro- 
ject A+ began in 1991. The 
project's objective is to en- 
courage students to recognize 
the value of school and the 
long-term benefits of securing 
good grades. 

BROOKLYN - Health Plus 
held Project A+ Plus in its 37th 
Street and Montague Street of- 
fices recognized first-to 
eighth-grade students that got 
an overall average of B+ or 
higher in all their academic 
classes this year. More than 
750 students came to the 


Brooklyn locations to receive 
their recognition. 

BRONX - Health Plus’ 
Project A+ Plus was held in its 
Stratford Avenue Office to rec- 
ognize first to eighth grade stu- 
dents that got an overall aver- 
age of B+ or higher in all their 
academic classes this year. 
More than 26 students came to 
the Bronx location to receive 
their awards. 

STATEN ISLAND - Health 
Plus held Project A+ Plus at its 
Hyatt Street office in Staten Is- 
land to award students for ex- 
celling academically. More 
than 242 first to eighth grade 
students came to the Staten Is- 
land location to receive their 
recognition for getting an over- 
all average of a B+ or higher in 
all their classes this year. 

QUEENS - Health Plus 
held Project A+ Plus in its 
Queens Boulevard office to 
recognize first to eighth grade 
students that got an overall av- 
erage of B+ or higher in all 
their academic classes this 
year. More than 180 students 
came to the Queens location to 
receive their recognition. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Music Therapy in Private Practice 

, Using music as a psychotherapeutic tool 
_ p for adults & children 

i 

Addressing issues such as: 

- self growth - low self-esteem 

- parenting skills - emotional problems 

• 

motherhood . expressive and receptive 

For more information please call: 
Juliane Kowskl, MA, MT-BC 718-788-0320 


Esamssa 



PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR WOMEN 


718-369-1632 


INDIVIDUAL & 
COUPLES THERAPY 


Bklyn & NY Offices 
Low Fee • Dr. B. Rapp 
(718) 638-0718 


The Park Slope Offices of 
PSYCHOTHERAPY FOR 
PROFESSIONALS 

an established clinical psychol- 
ogist in private practice. 
Specializing in life direction, 
relationship problems, identity 
issues, crisis management, and 
the reduction of anxiety and 
depression. Empathic, insight- 
ful, confidential. Extended 


hours 


liable. 


718.398.2015 


IMQKi STOP 

i?- 1| 


OVERCOME FEAR 


FREE CONSULTATION 

Jelson S. Howe M.A., C.E.T. 

718-783-3389 R 


persons of all lifestyles. 

DR. GEORGINE GORRA, D.S.W. 

Doctor of Social Work 
718-783-8247 Parking • Ins. Reimb. 


Mind-Body Health Issues 

JOANNE HEITH 

MA fitness CSW Psychotherapist 


LESBIAN 

THERAPISTS 

REFERRAL NETWORK 

LTRN provides experienced 
psychotherapists for the 
needs of lesbians, gays, 
bisexuals and transgender. 

Individual • Couple • Group • Family 

(212) 206-1589 

www.Lesbiantherapist.com R23 


@ QuitNow 

A Smoking Cessation Program 
8 Group Sessions 

Learn to QuitNow 

through the process of 

Behavior Modification 

Call for an appointment. 

QuitNow - 718-403-0244 

Penny Schwartz pentap@aol.com 
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Don’t ask them 

Bloomie taps Brooklyn's brightest for Board of 
Ed panel, then tells them to keep mouths shut 


By Patrick Gallahue, 
Heather Wilson 
and Neil Sloane 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Mayor Michael Bloom- 
berg this week tapped two 
Brooklyn education ex- 
perts for the advisory panel 
that will replace the Board 
of Education, and then he 
promptly told them not to 
talk to the public. 

No sooner had Bloomberg 
announced the names of Dr. 
David Chang, the president of 
Polytechnic University in 
Downtown Brooklyn, and 
Marita Regan, a longtime Bay 


Ridge resident and 40-year 
veteran of the city schools sys- 
tem, along with five other ap- 
pointees to the powerless body, 
than he swiftly clamped a 
muzzle on them, forbidding 
them to talk to anyone but his 
appointed schools chancellor 
about education issues. 

The yet-to-be-hired schools 
chancellor will also sit on the 
panel and there will be five 
parents of public school chil- 
dren, one appointed by each of 
the borough presidents. 

At the July 18 press confer- 
ence to announce the selec- 
tions, and with the new ap- 
pointees standing behind him, 
Bloomberg told reporters, “In 


terms of the panel members, 
their job is to give advice to 
the chancellor, not advice to 
the press. 

“I do not expect to see then- 
names ever in the press answer- 
ing a question either on the 
record or off the record,” the 
mayor railed in response to a 
question about how much au- 
thority the panel would have. 
“It’s not going to happen. It has 
not happened elsewhere in this 
administration and I would not 
tolerate it for 30 seconds.” 

Both Chang and Regan took 
the mayor’s threat so seriously 
that they declined The Brooklyn 
Papers’ requests for comment 
on their new appointments. 


The 13-member New York 
City Panel for Educational Pol- 
icy was formed to replace the 
Board of Education, but will 
serve only as an advisory body 
to the mayor-appointed 
schools chancellor on educa- 
tional policy issues. The panel 
will meet 12 times a year and 
serve at the discretion of the 
mayor. 

“Each of these individuals 
possesses exceptional expertise 
and experience in the particu- 
lar areas vital to the success of 
the school system,” Bloom- 
berg said in a prepared state- 
ment. “Their work will em- 
power the future leaders of our 
city, the students of the public 



How to help an 
overweight teen 


Q: “My 13-year-old 

daughter skips breakfast, 
doesn’t eat well at school, 
then eats from the time she 
comes home until bedtime. 
She likes high-fat/high-sugar 
foods and won’t exercise ex- 
cept for a weekly dance class. 
She doesn’t want my help 
with a sensible eating and ex- 
ercise plan. It’s hard to find 
clothes that fit as more 
weight creeps on.” 

— a mother. 

A: Where to turn? First, to 
your daughter. 

The four-letter word to keep 
in mind is love, not diet. 

“Whatever you do, don’t 
harp on her weight or make 


your love appear to be based 
on her physical condition,” 
says reader Les Ferguson. Lis- 
ten without lecturing, tell your 
child you love her — and 
leave your comments at that, 
he says. 

“The more you say to her, 
the worse she feels, and the 
cycle continues,” says Fergu- 
son, who faced weight issues 
as a child. 

Nutrition expert Ellyn Sat- 
ter, author of “Secrets of Feed- 
ing a Healthy Family” (Kelcy 
Press, 1999), agrees: “Put the 
emphasis on nurturing, not 
trying to slim the child down.” 
About 25 percent of all U.S. 
school-age kids are over- 


Ready for 
Kindergarten? 

What makes our Jewish day school so 
special? Small classes, a child-centered 
approach, a creative curriculum that 
makes learning fun, and a warm nur- 
turing faculty. 

There's still time to register for 
Kindergarten at Hannah Senesh! 

Susan Weintrob, Director 

21S Pacific Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
[718] 858-8663 




weight, and the numbers are 
climbing. 

As waistlines increase, so 
do the health risks: U.S. hospi- 
tal costs for diseases related to 
childhood obesity have tripled 
in the past 20 years, the Amer- 
ican Academy of Pediatrics re- 

Why are more kids fat? Er- 
ratic eating habits such as 
skipping breakfast, too much 
TV, minim al exercise and end- 
less novelty foods get much of 
the blame. 

Another part of the problem 
shouldn’t be overlooked, Sat- 
ter says: Are the needs of our 
nation’s kids being met — or 
ignored? 

“Childhood obesity is a 
barometer for something, but 
not just too much fast food,” 
says Satter, a dietitian. “Mea- 
suring weight for height does- 
n’t tell the whole story.” 

When a teen-ager skips 
breakfast and lunch, then 
grazes until bedtime, she’s ac- 
tually more likely to gain 
weight, not lose. 

She has a better chance of 
slimming down, Satter says: 

•If the family has appeal- 
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FOB School, 

w 

" Inc. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 

□ Licensed teachers 

afternoons or full days 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 

□ Caring, loving environment 

Summer Program Available 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


ing, regular meals that don’t 
limit the child to low-fat, low- 
sugar foods. What she calls 
“the drab-food trick” won’t 
fool a child. 

• If the parents not only ac- 
cept the girl for who she is, 
but also look at how her eating 
pattern got started and how 
their own diet and exercise 
habits might be adding to the 
problem. 

For example, did the girl 
begin this unhealthy pattern to 
lose weight? Going without 
breakfast and then overdoing 
it tends to cause a person to 
eat more and be heavier. With- 
out a morning meal, the 
body’s metabolism — the 
conversion of food to energy 
— doesn’t get a strong jump- 
start for the day. 

“I’m 35, and I could have 
been that girl when I was 13,” 
says a reader. ‘You can’t force 
a teenager to do things. Look 
for ways to help her learn 
what changes to make. The 
whole family has to be in- 
volved, integrating meals and 
exercise into her lifestyle with- 
out making it a big deal.” 

Eileen Behan, dietitian and 
author of “Fit Kids” (Pocket 
Books, 2001), agrees: “Make 
it a health issue, not a weight 

Stop nagging and talk 
straight to your child about her 
health, suggests Behan. Tell 
her you’re concerned about 
her choices, but don’t make 
her self-conscious by singling 
her out or making comments 
about her appearance. Assess 
the whole family’s eating and 
exercise routines. 

“Mom doesn’t want to be a 
policeman at this age,” she 

“Mom can only control 
what she can control — the 
food that comes into the house 
and organized mealtimes.” 

Many pediatricians stress a 
prevention of weight gain in 
heavy kids, instead of putting 
an overweight child on a diet. 

“Don’t check her weight 
and focus on the scale,” Behan 

The better focus is on nutri- 
tion and daily exercise. 

‘It’s difficult for parents to- 
day because food businesses 
have identified children as a 
huge market,” Behan says. 
“Kids are eating too much, but 
you can’t point the finger at 
the child. This is a parenting 

Next week: Tips from par- 
ents and advice from nutrition- 
ists about how to help your 
child make healthier choices. 

If you have tips or a ques- 
tion, call our toll-free hotline 
any time at (800) 827-1092 or 
e-mail us at p2ptips@att.net. 


school system.” 

Chang, an internationally 
recognized scholar of electro- 
magnetics, was named head of 
Polytech in 1994. He holds a 
master’s and a doctoral degree 
in applied physics from Har- 
vard University and a bache- 
lor’s degree in electrical engi- 
neering from National 
Cheng-Kung University in 
Taiwan. 

His academic record in- 
cludes serving for two years as 
dean of the College of Engi- 
neering and Applied Sciences 
at Arizona State University 
and as a professor of electrici 
and computer engineering at 
the University of Colorado. 
Chang also served as the di- 
rector of NSF/Industry Coop- 
erative Research Center for 
Microwave and Millimeter- 
Wave Computer-Aided De- 
sign. 

Chang’s civic commitments 
include memberships to the 
Metrotech Business Improve- 
ment District, the NYC 2012 
campaign to bring the 
Olympics to New York, the 
New York City Partnership, 
NYC Chamber of Commerce, 
Commission on Independent 
Colleges and Universities and 
as director of the Regional 


Plan Association. He also 
served on Bloomberg’s transi- 

According to City Hall, 
Chang’s expertise in die field 
of science will be an invalu- 
able resource to a school sys- 
tem with a deficiency in scien- 
tific understanding. 

Chang declined to com- 
ment, but Poly tech spokesman 
Stuart Dim said on behalf of 
the university, “The university 
community is delighted that 
Dr. Chang will serve on the 
new educational policy panel. 
We feel that he would bring a 
unique dimension of how to 
better use technology to en- 
hance the public school sys- 

The resume of Marita Re- 
gan, a Bay Ridge resident for 
more than 30 years, was for- 
warded to the mayor’s office 
in January by Councilman 
Marty Golden. 

“She has been well en- 
trenched in the education sys- 
tem — in the classroom and in 
administration and Marty is 
tremendously enthusiastic 
about bringing our education- 
al concerns as a neighborhood 
to the forefront of the educa- 
tion process,” said a Golden 
spokesman. “It’s a good day 


for Bay Ridge in education.” 

Regan’s resume includes 
time spent as a classroom 
teacher at PS 9 in Prospect 
Heights and as a reading coor- 
dinator and classroom teacher 
at PS 169 in Sunset Park. She 
was promoted from assistant 
principal of Marine Park’s PS 
222 to principal, and recently 
to review supervisor for the 
panel to focus on the impor- 
tance of classroom curriculum. 
Regan earned a master’s de- 
gree in elementary education 
from Richmond College on 
Staten Island and a bachelor’s 
in business management from 
St. John’s University. 

Bloomberg has yet to an- 
nounce his pick for chancellor, 
but the names that have been 
floated for the position of late 
are Barbara Byrd-Bennett, the 
former superintendent of low 
performing schools under for- 
mer schools chancellor Rudy 
Crew, and Stanley Brezenoff, 
the president of Maimonides 
Medical Center in Borough 
Park and a former deputy may- 
or under Ed Koch. 

Asked why the appointees 
could not comment on their 
new positions, Bloomberg 
spokesman Jordan Barrowitz 
said, “The mayor wants the 


members of the education pol- 
icy committee to voice their 
concerns and their advice di- 
rectly to the chancellor to 
avoid the back biting and be- 
havior that unfortunately cate- 
gorized the last board, and a lot 
of the problems centered 
around members of the board 
not communicating directly 
with each other.” 

Borough President Marty 
Markowitz has not made an 
announcement yet regarding 
his chosen appointment, 
though a Borough Hall spokes- 
woman said that announce- 
ment was expected “soon.” 
Chang and Regan will serve 
with Philip Berry, the vice 
president of Colgate-Palmo- 
live; Dr. Ramona Hernandez, 
the director of the City Univer- 
sity of New York’s Dominican 
Studies Institute; Dr. Souza 
Kappner, the president of the 
Bank Street College of Educa- 
tion; Susana Torruella Leval, 
the director emeritus of El 
Museo del Barrio and part of 
the advisory faculty of the 
Center for Curational Studies 
at Bard College; and Richard 
Menschel, the senior director 
of Goldman Sachs and long- 
time activist in the area of pub- 
lic health. 


STALKER WATCH ... 


quiet neighboihood. 

One Heights parent, who 
asked not to be named, said it 
was “ridiculous” that she was 


Continued from page 1 

It was the second time Mc- 
Donald found herself in police 
hands for menacing children, 
parents and caretakers in just 
under two weeks. McDonald 
was first detained on July 4, 
outside the United Artists mul- 
tiplex movie theater at 108 
Court St. near State Street. 

That day, McDonald had al- 
legedly harassed a couple with 
an infant child. The couple 
called police and when offi- 
cers arrived the complainants 
left the scene, according to po- 
lice, for reasons that could not 
be determined by press time. 
Without a criminal report or a 
complainant an arrest could 
not be made, police explained. 

According to the detective, 
an official report must be filed 
to establish a criminal charge. 
The officers, however, con- 
cluded that the woman’s be- 
havior suggested she might be 
an emotionally disturbed per- 
son and although an arrest 
could not be made, she was 
taken into custody for a psy- 
chological evaluation. 

According to published re- 
ports, McDonald was arrested 
at least 10 times during the 
1990s, five times for attempt- 
ed kidnapping. Her record, 
however, was unknown to po- 
lice on July 4 because, accord- 
ing to the detective, she fur- 
nished the name “Susan 
Goodenough.” 

According to police, Good- 
enough/McDonald was taken 
to Woodhull Hospital in Bed- 
ford-Stuyvesant for a psycho- 
logical evaluation and was re- 
leased shortly after. 

Woodhull did not return 
calls seeking to confirm that 
they had any record of a pa- 
tient by that name. 

McDonald’s court-appoint- 
ed attorney could not be 
reached for comment. 

In the two weeks after her 
release, McDonald would re- 
portedly reappear at play- 
grounds and schools or wan- 
der the streets approaching 
parents and guardians, getting 
inappropriately close to the 
children, and in some cases 
actually making a grab for in- 

As the incidents continued 
and word of them spread, no- 
tices were distributed at play- 
grounds and child care centers 
to keep an extra watchful eye 
on children. 

As the incidents accumulat- 
ed, McDonald’s alleged be- 
havior went largely unknown 
to the police. 

Prior to McDonald’s July 
16 arrest, the detective who 
spoke to The Papers claims to 
have had one report of harass- 
ment. He said that even if the 
precinct had more reports, it is 
possible a pattern would not 
have been discovered for some 
time, as crime analysis officers 
generally collate what appear to 
be more serious crimes, like 
rapes and murders, before alle- 
gations of harassment, which 
are considered relatively minor 
by comparison, according to the 
detective. 

A Brooklyn Heights woman 
told The Papers this week that 
she had two run-ins with the al- 
leged baby stalker. The woman 
said her first alleged confronta- 
tion with McDonald happened 
on June 16 at the Waldenbooks 
at 129 Montague St. on the cor- 
ner of Henry Street, while walk- 
ing with her 7-month-old 
daughter. 

McDonald allegedly ap- 
proached the woman and asked 
for the time and then began 
heaping praise on the infant, the 
woman said, before getting a lit- 
tle too physical in her approach. 

“She just tried to take my 
child out of the stroller and just 
kind of wanted to play with the 
baby,” the woman said. 

McDonald allegedly fol- 
lowed the mother into the 
bookstore, up to the second 
floor, and then once again be- 
gan touching her child, appar- 
ently trying to play with her. 


The woman said she ordered 
McDonald to leave her alone 
and the apparently deranged 
suspect complied. 

The woman, however, nev- 
er reported the incident to po- 
lice thinking it was only a 
New York encounter with a 
disturbed homeless person. 

“I have a seven-and-a-half- 
month-old and a lot of people 
bend down and play with her,” 
the woman said. “And usually 
I don’t mind but this woman 
was clearly crazy.” 

One month later, on July 
16, at around 2 pm, she had 
yet another crossing with Mc- 
Donald outside D’Agastino’s 
Supermarket at 156 Henry St., 
about a block and a half from 
the first incident. 

The interaction was very 
similar to the first, with the 
mother repelling McDonald 
by pushing her away. 

Later that same day, Mc- 
Donald would be arrested. 

Reports of McDonald’s ac- 
tivities would get even more 
bizarre, with additional allega- 
tions from nannies that she at- 
tempted to buy babies from 
their caretakers. 

The mother harassed at the 
book and grocery stores was 
approached by detectives at 
Pierrepont Playground on July 
17 and asked if she had ever 
encountered McDonald. After 
giving her account, she agreed 
to be deposed by the district 
attorney’s office before Mc- 
Donald’s July 19 arraignment. 

The DA’s office has also re- 
ceived testimony from two 
other woman, bringing 
charges against McDonald for 
four separate incidents. 

The mother who spoke to 
The Papers said she firmly be- 
lieves McDonald’s apparent 
mental condition warrants se- 
rious therapy rather than crim- 
inal detention. 

One man, however, who 
said he encountered McDon- 
ald, says police did not take 
his complaint seriously. 

Jeffery Levy, of Cobble 
Hill, told The Papers he was 
approached by a woman 
matching McDonald’s de- 
scription on June 15 while 
walking with his 21-month- 
old niece though Downtown 
Brooklyn. 

He said the woman leaned 
down and got too close to the 
child and he tried to keep 
moving. 

He said the woman then 
grabbed the stroller and said, 
“That’s not you’re baby. 
You’re not taking her home!” 


He pushed her away and 
yelled at her, temporarily get- 
ting the woman, who he be- 
lieves was McDonald, to back 
off. The woman, however, fol- 
lowed him. When he was near 
his home he realized the 
woman was tailing him and he 
yelled at her again, deflecting 
another confrontation. 

Levy said he reported the 
incident to police, but that he 
was never encouraged to file a 
formal criminal complaint. 

Five days later, he saw the 
woman again, at a McDonalds 
fast food restaurant Court 
Street, near where the first en- 
counter took place. 

Levy claims he called the 
police again but when cops ar- 
rived, he said, they briefly 
questioned the woman but 
then let her go free after she 
denied their previous alterca- 

“They didn’t ask for her 
name, her ID — nothing,” 
Levy complained. 

At Pierrepont Playground, 
where McDonald is believed to 
have menaced many parents, 
news of her arrest was met with 
mixed reactions of relief and 
concern about the longevity of 
her presence in the normally 


.YWCA 


ill.” 

The woman said she, too, 
had a brief encounter with Mc- 
Donald on Montague Street, 
but that when the woman got 
too close to her 6-month-old 
son, she circumvented a con- 
frontation by simply warning 
the woman, “Stay away from 
my baby.” 

Karen Epstein, of Fulton 
Ferry, said she heard about the 
incidents “through the play- 
ground grapevine” and that it 
made parents more cautious to 
the dangers facing them. 

Hoping for a stronger police 
presence near the playground, 
she said, “Unfortunately they 
don’t patrol here very often 
and it’s like a world of inno- 

McDonald is due back in 
court on Aug. 19, when a 
grand jury will decide whether 
she will be indicted, according 
to a DA spokesman. The re- 
sults of her psychological eval- 
uation are also expected that 

Police urge parents who 
may have had contact with 
McDonald to call (718) 875- 
6687. 


Summer Camp 

2002 Our 82nd ‘ 

^ Season 


The YWCA has been running summer camps for nearly a 
century. Here in Brooklyn, and across the country, we are 
one of the leading providers of children's programming. 


YWCA Summer Camp 
is located at 

30 Third Avenue 

at Atlantic. 

Choose either 
4 or 8 weeks. 9 AM to 4 PM, 
with extended morning 
and afternoon options. 
For boys and girls 
ages 4- 15 years. 


activites 

include: 

swimming 

arts and crafts 

guest speakers 

team sports 

field trips 


YWCA 30 Third Avenue 

of Brooklyn (bet. Atlantic & State) 

-e information call 71 8-875-1 190, ext 210 


At 

The Rabbi Harry Halpern Day School 

Kids get an education 
the old fashioned way. 

They learn it. 

Want to know what happens when you combine modern education with 
traditional Jewish values? You get an approach to learning that’s 
unique and unforgettable. 

Some seats still available in our 
FREE Universal Pre-K and Grades 1-8. 


CA1\ 

lXmj 


1256 East 21 Street 

between Avenues K & L 

Brooklyn, New York 11210 
(718) 253-1555 
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| FALL COLLEGE PREVIEW $ 


Enrolling this fall? Here's a round-up of offerings 


Brooklyn College 

The premier institution of 
higher learning in Brooklyn has 
just gotten better. 

The newly expanded, techno- 
logically enriched $54 million 
Brooklyn College Library opens 
its doors this fall, providing a 
distinguished center for research 
and learning in New York. 

The project echoes the exist- 
ing Georgian architecture of the 


building, but underneath the 
stately structure is a facility hot- 
wired with the latest fiber-optic 
network Unking students with 
campuses and Web sites all over 
the world — 40 percent of all 
seating will have PCs or Internet 
connections for students’ own 
laptop computers. 

The new library joins the 
Morton and Angela Topfer Li- 
brary Cafe as a destination for 


research and study. The Library 
Cafe, offering 24/7 computer 
and Internet service to students, 
was funded with a $1.6 million 
capital grant from the City 
Council and is supported by a 
gift from alumnus Morton 
Topfer, ’59, former vice-chair- 
man of Dell Computer and now 
counselor to the chief executive 
officer of the company. 

Continuing this year will be 


On-Course Advantage, a pro- 
gram that admits second-semes- 
ter freshmen and first-semester 
juniors holding associate’s de- 
grees who carry at least 15 cred- 
its and who have an average of B 
or higher. On-Course Advantage 
offers these highly motivated and 
qualified full-time undergradu- 
ates such advantages as expedit- 
ed registration and guaranteed 
access to required courses so that 
their studies can proceed rapidly 
to conclusion. Full-time students 
balancing their college careers 
with work or family obligations 
will, if eligible, be considered for 
participation in a five-year or 
three-year extended track. 

This fall marks Brooklyn 
College’s 78th anniversaiy. With 
an international reputation for 
excellence, it offers 125 majors 
and programs in the humanities, 
education, the arts, business, the 
sciences and social sciences, lead- 
ing to bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees and advanced certificates. 

Ninety percent of Brooklyn 
College’s faculty members hold 
the highest degree in their field, 
including Fulbright and Guggen- 
heim fellows, National Book 
Award finalists, award-winning 
scientists and musicians, and 
Pulitzer Prize-winning authors. 

Brooklyn College enrolls 
15,000 undergraduate and grad- 
uate students who are represen- 
tative of the diverse population 
of Brooklyn and New York City. 

Students are encouraged to 
take advantage of the college’s 
burgeoning network of exciting 
internship programs that permit 
career exploration and provide 
substantial work experience. 

“When I seriously began to 
look at other schools, I realized 
how much more Brooklyn Col- 
lege had to offer — and at half 
the cost,” says Sarah Jordan, 
’04. “My classes have been 
great, and when I’ve needed 
help, someone is always there 
for me. I feel like I can accom- 
plish so much.” 

Polytechnic 

University 

Polytechnic University is a 
coeducational, private university 
specializing in engineering, 
computer science, arts and sci- 
ences, and management. Found- 
ed in 1854 as Polytechnic Insti- 
tute of Brooklyn (Brooklyn Poly), 
it is the second-oldest independ- 
ent technological university in 
the United States. Polytechnic 


has its centers in Manhattan, 
Long Island, and Westchester. 

The University boasts top- 
notch research facilities and 
technology resources for stu- 
dents, including a 13-megabit 
wireless campus network. 

tal campaign has allowed a 
$130 million physical expan- 
sion, a highlight of which is a 
new residence hall — the first at 
MetroTech. New programs, fac- 
ulty, and research projects are 
further strengthening the Uni- 
versity’s leadership position 
among schools of engineering 
and technology. 

Polytechnic has been building 
its reputation for academic ex- 
cellence for nearly 150 years. 
This excellence results from a 
synergistic and inseparable mix 
of high-quality educational pro- 
grams, faculty and research. Stu- 
dents receive a solid academic 
foundation, technical training, 
and the practical problem solv- 
ing/leadership skills essential for 
a successful future. The Univer- 
sity promotes and encourages 
communication, teamwork, in- 
teraction with industry leaders, 
information analysis and work- 
ing within a broad spectrum of 
academic disciplines. 

Polytechnic’s professors are 
internationally recognized teach- 
ers, scholars, and researchers — 
99 percent of whom have 
Ph.D.s. The undergraduate ma- 
jors are: Chemical Engineering, 
Chemistry, Civil Engineering, 
Computer Engineering, Com- 
puter Science, Construction 
Management, Electrical Engi- 
neering, Technology & Informa- 
tion Management, Liberal Stud- 
ies, Mathematics, Mechanical/ 
Aerospace Engineering, Physics, 
Biomedical Sciences (Pre-Med), 
and Technical & Professional 
Communication. 

Call for admission informa- 
tion: (800) POLYTECH or vis- 
it the Web site www.poly.edu. 
E-mail to: admitme@poly.edu. 
Office of Admissions, Polytech- 
nic University, 6 MetroTech, 
Brooklyn 11201. 

Mercy College 

Mercy College will be 
opening a new campus in 
Manhattan this fall. The col- 
lege is leasing 55,000 square 
feet in the heart of Herald 
Square, at 66 West 35th St. 

Mercy offers evening class- 
es for about 700 students in 
undergraduate and graduate 


programs that include Busi- 
ness, Acupuncture, Education, 
Psychology, Nursing, Human 
Resources Management, Di- 
rect Marketing, Internet Busi- 
ness Systems and English. 

The new location — which 
will include a computer center, 
library, and student lounge — 
will allow the college to offer 
classes in both the evening and 
online, via its Distance Learn- 
ing program. 

Mercy, which also has cam- 
puses in Dobbs Ferry, the 
Bronx and White Plains, plans 
to expand its New York City 
enrollment to 2,000 over the 
next three years. 

Boricua College 

Boricua College, with two 
locations in the Williamsburg 
area, offers the following 
Bachelor Degree programs: 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, In- 
ter-American Studies, Busi- 
ness Administration, Human 


Services, and Childhood Edu- 
cation. Master Degrees are of- 
fered in Human Services and 
Latin and Caribbean Studies. 

Boricua’s admissions offices 
can be reached at 9 Graham 
Avenue (near the intersection 
of Broadway and Flushing Av- 
enue), (718) 963-4112, and 
186 North 6th St. (between 
Driggs Avenue and Roebling 
Street), (718) 782-2200. 

Kaplan Test Prep 

For over 60 years, Kaplan 
Test Prep & Admissions has 
helped more than 3 million 
students prepare for standard- 
ized tests to gain admission to 
secondary school, college and 
graduate school. 

Kaplan offers a wide range 
of PS AT, SAT, SAT 2 and ACT 
prep options. Kaplan method- 
ology is taught in Kaplan cen- 
ters, in schools nationwide, and 
by tutors who come to stu- 
dents’ homes. For students 


who prefer to study on then- 
own, Kaplan offers books and 
software to help students reach 
their higher education goals. 
Secondary school students 
preparing for entrance exams 
to private and specialty high 
schools are served by Kaplan’s 
courses for the SSAT, ISEE 
and the New York Specialized 
High School Exam in NYC. 

In addition to these study 
options, Kaplan centers and 
website (www.kaptest.com) 
routinely offer free admissions 
advice, testing seminars and 
practice tests to help students 
to achieve their educational 
goals. At these free events, stu- 
dents receive admission & 
exam information, test-taking 
strategies, and practice materi- 
als, all components of Ka- 
plan’s most popular programs. 

The Brooklyn Kaplan Cen- 
ter is at 1602 Kings Highway, 
(718) 336-5300. 


Thinking ofchanyiiiz colleges ? 

1 * 

You can still transfer in time 
for the fall semester. 

Brooklyn College will allow 
you to be the best, supporting 
you with outstanding academic 

1 fci 

advisement, and a broad range 
of majors. 

Wfm ■ 

Brooklyn College offers 
affordable tuition and 
financial aid. 


Attend one of our open houses. 

f 3 : 5. 

Tuesday, July 23, 6-8 p.m. 


Tuesday, August 6, 6-8 p.m. 


Think 

Brooklyn College 

I Brooklyn College 


1 2900 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11210 1 

Admissions Office 

1203 Plaza Building 

n 

(718) 951-5001 

www.brooklyn.cuny.edu 

I 1 

COLLEGE 



BROOKLYN GRAHAM CENTER 

Boricud College 9 Graham Ave., Bklyn, NY 11206 • 718 963-4112 



ANEW CAREER FOR YOU 


You will love our brand new campus in Herald Square 
A place where you can earn a Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in such areas as: 


• Acupuncture & Oriental Medicine 

• Education 

• Health Services Management 

• Computer Science 

• Psychology 

• Legal Studies 

• Corporate Communications 


• Human Resource Management 

• Nursing, BS for RNs 

• School Administration 

• English 

• Sociology 

• Organizational Leadership 


YOU ARE INVITED TO POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY'S 



OPEN HOUSE 



FINISH YOUR BACHELOR'S DEGREE IN: 

Biomedical Sciences (Pre-Med) | Chemical Engineering | Chemistry | Civil Engineering 
Computer Engineering | Computer Science | Construction Management 
Electrical Engineering | Liberal Studies | Mathematics | Mechanical Engineering 
Physics | Technology & Information Management | Technical & Professional Communication 


Come to our Free Information Session at our new campus 
47 West 34th Street, 7th Floor bet 5th and 6th Ave. 
Wednesday, August 7th, 2002 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 



Call 1 -800-MERCY NY or email: admissions@mercy.edu 
to reserve your place 

mercy nan 

MERCY COLLEGE AND YOU: A PARTNERSHIP FOR SUCCESS 


ATTEND OUR 

TRANSFER OPEN HOUSE 

Thursday, July 25, 3 -6pm 
Thursday, August l,3-6pm 
METROTECH CENTER, BROOKLYN 

• Credit Evaluation • Financial Aid 
• Scholarships • Admission Decision 


RSVP TODAY: 

Phone: 1-800- POLYTECH 
Online: www.poly.edu 
Email: admitme@poly.edu 


Polytechnic 

+ UNIVERSITY 


METROTECH CAMPUS • SIX METROTECH CENTER, BROOKLYN, 


1120: 
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On the road 
with those 
'Cloneheads' 


T oe DeNatale had on his official Cyclones uniform 
I — the same kind the players wear — his fitted Cy- 
mw clones cap and, for good measure, a Brooklyn Cy- 
clones whistle around his neck to blow whenever his fel- 
low fans need encouragement. 

But DeNatale, a Cyclones season ticket holder, wasn’t 
within the friendly confines of Coney Island’s Key span 
Park; he was two hours north, at a Cyclones away game 
against the Hudson Valley Renegades. 

Not that you could tell. After all, at some points in the 
game, you could hear more “Let’s Go, Cyclones” chants 
than the sound of people root, root, rooting for the home 
team. Before the game, Cyclones manager Howard John- 
son even got a much heartier round of applause than Rene- 
gades skipper Dave Howard. 

Call them the Cloneheads. Like a baseball version of 
the Grateful Dead’s notoriously mobile fan base, more and 
more Cyclones fans — frustrated by sellouts at home and 
motivated to support Brooklyn’s first professional baseball 
team since the Dodgers pulled out in 1957 — are hitting 
the road whenever the Cyclones do. 

Ed Shakespeare was the first to notice the Clonehead 
phenomenon while working on his book “When Baseball 
Returned to Brooklyn: The Inaugural Season of the New 
York-Penn League Cyclones” (whose release is the most 
hotly anticipated fall event — with the possible exception 
of the World Series). 

At first, his interest was purely academic. But Shake- 
speare’s still traveling with the ballclub (he says he’s 
“working on an epilogue,” but we all know, once a Clone- 
head, always a Clonehead). 

‘These people are everywhere,” said Shakespeare, who 
had a distant relative who wrote a few plays. “They love 
this team.” 

So get out your field guides, sportsfans, for a primer on 
the modem Clonehead. 

Thanks to the Interstate highway system, the range of 
the Clonehead takes him far beyond mere road games 
against the Staten Island Yankees. True, it’s become com- 
mon knowledge — and a source of great Cyclone pride — 
that there are more Brooklyn fans than Yankee fans at the 
Ballpark at St. George when the Cyclones are in town. 

But the Cloneheads are showing up much further afield 
than just across the Narrows. A healthy throng were at last 
week’s Renegades game — played in Dutchess County 
Stadium, at least two hours up the road from Brooklyn — 
and just as many made it out to Augusta, New Jersey — 
two hours due west — to watch the Clones take on the 
Cardinals. 

T here were even noticeable packs of Cyclones fans 
at a Vermont Expos game in Burlington earlier this 
season (although some of them did appear to be for- 
mer Expos fans, converted when the home team continued 
its typically inept fielding). 

Looking at the list of New York-Penn League teams, 
sometimes it looks as though the league was founded sole- 
ly to give New Yorkers nice drives in the country. Fans 
who like to travel can take the back roads to Williamsport 
(in scenic western Pennsylvania), Auburn and Oneonta (in 
the beautiful Finger Lakes region), Batavia (so close to Ni- 
agara Falls.) and Lowell (a reviving mill town in Massa- 
chusetts). 

“For me, the best part is sitting down with the map and 
planning the trip,” said Les Chanin, a Cyclones partial-sea- 
son ticket holder who has been to several road games. 

“On the road, you can really see what the minor leagues 
are all about. In some of these places, you can see why mi- 
nor league baseball is called ‘the farm system.’ It’s great to 
see how other people live out there.” 

For one Grateful Dead-loving Cyclones fan, the road- 
tripping parallels make sense. 

“Dead fans traveled with the band because no two 
shows were ever the same,” said David Shenk, the Brook- 
lyn-based co-author of “Skeleton Key: A Dictionary for 
Deadheads,” an indispensable (if you’re into this kind of 
thing) compendium of Deadformation. 

“The same thing is true about baseball. In sports, there 
are endless permutations of things that can happen, so to 
truly appreciate the beauty of a well-turned Ragsdale-to- 
Jiannetti-to-Harper double-play or to really feel the quiet 
power of John Toner’s defense in the outfield, you have 
to be there every day. Road-tripping is about getting that 
deeper understanding.” 

Perhaps it could even explain why the Cyclones road 
record (9-9) is better than their home record (7-8). Don’t 
think the players haven’t noticed. 

“It really is awesome,” said infielder Brett Harper. ‘Tve 
never heard of fans following a short-season Class-A team 
on the road. It just shows how committed these Brooklyn 
fans are to this team.” 

Season ticket holder Cyd Daitsman and her husband, 
Alec, were on that Vermont trip, and one or both of them 
have seen the Cyclones in every New York-Penn League 
stadium. 

“You really want to support the players because they’re 
the nicest bunch of guys you’d ever want to meet,” Daits- 
man said before last week’s Hudson Valley game. 

Such sweetness does not always carry over to the boost- 

DeNatale is every home fan’s nightmare. 

A loud, passionate, Brooklyn-accented dervish of en- 
ergy, DeNatale takes almost as much delight in mak- 
ing the local fans uncomfortable as he does in root- 
ing for his beloved Cyclones. 

“Ya gotta piss dese people off,” DeNatale, who’s from 
Sheepshead Bay, said at the Hudson Valley game. “Look 
at these fans! They need the scoreboard to tell them when 
to cheer. I’ll bet there’s not a single Renegades fan at a Cy- 
clones game, but here we are.” 

And then he started screaming “Let’s go, Cyclones!” as 
loud as he could, while a few Renegades fans covered 
their ears. 

When Renegades fans started leaving in the eighth in- 
ning of a 4-3 nail-biter, DeNatale pounced again: “These 
fans stink! I drove two hours to get here and I’m staying 
to the end!” 

Nearby, Cyclones fan Richie Cabassa admitted that 
traveling with the team “may be a sickness,” but it was an 
illness that he just couldn’t shake. 

‘It’s in the blood,” he said. “We do it for the love of the 
game and the love of the team.” 

Ever-philosophical Cyclones outfielder John Toner 
thought there was something more to it (he always does). 

“Don’t forget the love of Brooklyn that these people 
have,” Toner said. “People who live in Brooklyn don’t de- 
fine themselves as being from New York. They say they’re 
from ‘Brooklyn.’ And that hasn’t changed from the days 
when the Dodgers were here. Fans felt close to those players 
because they lived in the same neighborhoods as them. The 
Cyclones are Brooklyn’s team like the Dodgers were.” 

Gersh Kuntzman is also a columnist for The New York Post 
and Newsweek.com. His web site is at www.gersh.lv 


Clones welcomes back Duke 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

How good are Brooklyn 
fans? So good, according to 
the one and only Duke 
Snider, that they’ll make 
mental mistakes in a 
beloved player’s favor. 

“Just now, I ran into a guy 
who said, ‘Duke, I remember 
seeing you go 5-for-5.’ Well, I 
never went 5-for-5. Obviously, 
we’ve all become better in their 
minds.” 

In Snider’s case, that’s not 
easy. The seven-time all-star, 
who hit 407 career homers and 
seemed to always be in the top 


10 in hitting in the National 
League, received a hero’s wel- 
come at Keyspan Park on 
Wendnesday night. 

Snider was the star attraction 
on a night that featured other 
famed Dodgers A1 Gionfriddo 
(with his “1947 — The Catch” 
hat). Tommy Holms (who 
struck out only nine times the 
year he won the batting title), 
and pitchers Johnny Podres and 
Ralph Bianca. 

While many Cyclones — 
who’s parents were kids when 
Snider ended his career with the 
1963 Mets — could be forgiven 
for not knowing all the details of 
his illustrious career, outfielder 



s / 


John Toner was visibly awed. 

“For any baseball fan, this is 
like seeing Mantle or DiMag- 
gio,” said Toner, who kept his 
distance. “I wouldn’t even 
know what to say to a guy like 
that It’s like meeting [Pearl Jam 
lead singer] Eddie Vedder. What 


would I say to Eddie Vedder?” 

How hid can it be? He nev- 
er went 5-for-5 either. 

Museum muses 

Blake Whealy was im- 
pressed by the bat Bobby 
Thompson used to hit the 
“Shot Heard ‘Round the 
World.” Bobby Malek was 
drawn to the original corner- 
stone of Ebbets Field. 

Corey Ragsdale had a laugh 
over an old flat-faced baseball 
bat that players once used for 
bunting. 

These three Cyclone play- 
ers, plus Joe Jiannetti and Jay 
Caligiuri, took advantage of a 
rare morning off to check out 


the American Museum of Nat- 
ural History’s popular “Base- 
ball As America” exhibit earli- 
er this week. 

The exhibit, organized by 
the Baseball Hall of Fame, is 
meant to illustrate how deeply 
our beloved game is ingrained 
into our culture and society. 
For ballplayers at the lowest 
level of the minor leagues, that 
can be a little overwhelming. 

“You could see that it was 
powerful from their reactions 
to some of the memorabilia 
there,” said Cyclones spokes- 
man Dave Campanaro, who 
accompanied his players. 
“They were really impressed 


Two games 
washed out 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

for The Brooklyn Papers 


Crosscutters 1 
Cyclones 0 

Thu., July 18 at Williamsport 
Imagine that, the Cyclones 
lost a pitchers’ duel. It never 
woulda happened LAST year! 

Crosscutter’s starter Roberto 
Novoa went a strong 6 2/3 in- 
nings, giving up only two hits 
and striking out six while 
Brooklyn’s rehabbing pitcher 
Neal Musser gave up only one 
hit over his five frames. 

But the first-place Cutters got 
to reliever Chad Bowen for one 
measly, stinkin’ run. 

Cyclones 

Renegades 

Fri, July 19, at Brooklyn. 
Rained-out. 

Renegades 4 
Cyclones 3 

Sat., July 20, at Hudson Valley. 

Whatever happened to timely 
hitting? For want of just one key 
hit, the Cyclones lost another 
close one. Usually brilliant start- 
ing pitcher Yunior Cabrera was 
touched for three runs in just 
three innings, but the story was 
timely hitting, as the Renegades 
got key, two-out RBI hits in the 
second and fifth innings. 

Meanwhile, the Cyclones 
stranded runners all night, in- 
cluding two in the sixth and a 
man on third with one out in the 
seventh and eighth. 

Cyclones 13 
Renegades 4 

Sun., July 21, at Brooklyn 
Finally, an offensive explo- 
sion. The Cyclones rapped out 


16 hits (a season high) to im- 
prove to 16-16. Alhaji Turay 
was the hitting star of the game, 
going 4-for-5 with a home run 
and two RBI, and five team- 
mates also had multi-hit games. 

Heads-up baserunning by 
Jonathan Slack led to a mn 
when he walked home from 
third after noticing that no one 
was covering home. 

A two-run triple by DH Bob- 
by Malek made the score 6-2 af- 
ter four and the Clones added 
five more in the seventh, thanks 
to Malek’s third RBI and a two- 
run double by Blake Whealy. 
Turay also hit a two-run homer. 

Cardinals 9 
Cyclones 2 

Mon., July 22, at Brooklyn 

Unable to maintain their mo- 
mentum, the same Cyclones line- 
up that scored 13 runs the night 
before could only manage two. 
Starter Miguel Pinango was 
roughed up for four runs in three 
innings. Blake Whealy provided 
what offense there was for Brook- 
lyn, driving in a run in the second 
inning with a single, and another 
in the fourth, with a double. 

Cyclones 

Cardinals 

Tues., July 23, at New Jersey 

Rained-out. 

Cyclones 5 
Yankees 0 

Wed., July 24, at Brooklyn 

Four Cyclones pitchers com- 
bined to shut down the Staten 
Island Yankees. 

Starter Kevin Deaton was 
brilliant, yielding just one hit in 
his five innings of work while 
striking out six — giving him 
the league lead with 47. 



Cyclones pitcher Tanner Osberg fires a strike Sunday. 


WHO’S A BUM! 

The Paper's Pick for Cyclones Player of the Week 

Turay went 8-for- 1 8 over the 
last week, smacking half of his 
hits during a 4-for-5 showing 
on Sunday night, when he hit a 
home run and drove in two. 

Turay was manager Howard 
Johnson’s pick for player to 
watch on Opening Day. 

Outfielder Alahji Turay is batting .381 this season. 



Finally! Some new blood. 

After two weeks of former 
Cyclones taking home the cov- 
eted “Who’s A Bum” award 
(Joe Jiannetti last week and 
John Toner the week prior), this 
week’s title is proudly present- 
ed to outfielder Alahji Turay. 


by things like Bobby Thomp- 
son’s bat and the Ebbets Field 
cornerstone.” 

In addition to placing them- 
selves in baseball’s long his- 
torical context and playing 
catch with a few kids, the five 
Cyclones got to sample hot 
dogs from several major 
league parks, another popular 
part of the museum’s exhibit. 

Hot dogs?! 

If he had known there would 
be hot dogs, pitcher (and devot- 
ed frankophile) Kevin Deaton 
would have certainly tagged 

Let’s Play Two 

Last week's rainout against 
the Hudson Valley Renegades 
will be made up as a rare day- 
night doubleheader on Friday, 
Aug. 16. 

The makeup game will be 
played at noon and the regu- 
larly scheduled contest will be 

Fans will need separate tick- 
ets for both games (real double- 
headers have gone the way of 
the 10-cent subway token). 

What about Dave? 

Cyclones manager Howard 
Johnson — and two, as-yet- 
unidentified players — will be 
signing copies of the team’s 
self-published coffee-table 
book, “Return to Glory,” on 
Saturday, July 27, at Keyspan 
Park from noon to 1:30 pm. 

The book, actually written 
by Cyclones media relations 
manager Dave Campanaro, is 
ostensibly about the birth of 
the Cyclones last year, but also 
puts the team in the context of 
more than 100 years of base- 
ball in Brooklyn. 

Word is that despite good 
reviews, the book isn’t selling 
too well at its price of $15. 

No wonder the team is call- 
ing out the big gun — HoJo 
— for a high-profile boost. 

Comings & goings 

The Cyclones are being rein- 
vented on the fly this season. 

Here are the latest player 
movements: Popular infielders 
Andres Rodriguez and Edgar 
Rodriguez were both sent up 
to the Mets Class-A affiliate in 
Columbia, South Carolina. 
Tyler Beuerlein, a Cyclone 
from last season who is still 
nursing a sore arm, was sent 
down to Kingsport in the 
rookie league for more play- 
ing time. 

Catcher Zach Clements and 
pitcher Robert Paulk were also 

New Cyclones include Wis- 
consinite Joe Hietpas (down 
from Columbia) and pitchers 
Jayson Weir (up from 
Kingsport) and Ken Chenard 
(a rehab assignment from the 
Class-A squad in Port St. Lu- 


DISNEY ... 


Continued from page 1 
turned down. 

Bullard, who reportedly owns 
seven acres of undeveloped land 
on either side of Keyspan Park, 
which was built for the Cyclones 
minor league baseball team and 
opened last year, said this week 
that he has not been approached 
by Disney. 

“I believe that was their pri- 
mary interest here,” Zigun said, 
referring to Bullard’s land, 
“Coney Island certainly has lots 
of room for new businesses and, 
historically, Coney Island was 
much larger than it is now. It is a 
very sexy place right now.” 


ational developments in the area 
have given Coney Island a boost 
in the past few years, and more 
are being planned for the future, 
according to Borough President 
Marty Markowitz. His spokes- 
man, Andrew Ross, pointed to the 
150,000-square-foot Cropsey Av- 
enue Home Depot, built in 2000, 
and Keyspan Park, the 7,500-seat 
stadium at Surf Avenue and 17th 
Street, which sold out every home 
game this season, as well as the 
expansion of the New York 
Aquarium, as examples. 

But according to Assembly- 
woman Adele Cohen, whose dis- 
trict includes all of Coney Island, 
the stadium will never bring as 
many jobs as would the Walt Dis- 

“I am always interested in eco- 
nomic development at Coney Is- 
land that will bring jobs for the res- 
idents,” Cohen said. “I don’t think 
there is enough land on the scale of 
creating a Disney World or Disney 
Land, something smaller and more 
delicious would be lovely. If a cou- 
ple of people have jobs, then they 
would let me know they were glad 
about that. The Cyclones don’t af- 
fect our community except for 
adding to the traffic. 

“I represent people, and I rep- 
resent poor people that need 
work and in this economic cli- 
mate we are looking everywhere 
for jobs,” said Cohen. “So if Dis- 

lighted to work with them.” 

Markowitz was simply looking 
for any opportunities to help 
nourish the growing attractive- 
ness of Coney Island. 

“The borough president would 
love to talk to Disney and or any 
other corporation about develop- 
ment possibilities in Coney Is- 
land,” Ross said. “There is a need 
to redevelop Coney Island into a 
major entertainment and recre- 


Bloomberg said he would be in- 
terested in talking to Disney about 
Coney Island, as long as they did- 
n’t have plans on the scale of a Dis- 
ney World for the area. 

But like Zigun, Ross said 
Coney Island needs a compre- 
hensive development plan before 
the area settles into any deals. 

“And that plan should incorpo- 
rate a new indoor arena, which 
obviously would be a great way to 
attract an NBA team to Brook- 
lyn,” Ross said, reiterating an idea 
voiced by Markowitz shortly after 
taking office in January, that while 
it was great to have the Cyclones, 
Brooklyn deserved a major league 
team and that the most realistic 
league to make that happen in our 
multi-team city would be the Na- 
tional Basketball Association. 

“The borough president hopes 
that the city and state will work 
together with his office to put to- 
gether a comprehensive redevel- 
opment plan [for Coney Island] 
in the same way Times Square 
was so successfully redevel- 
oped,” Ross added. 

Coney Island's fame as one of 
America's most celebrated beach 
resorts during the first half of the 
20th century, was succeeded by a 
steadfast decline in tourists, 
cleanliness and safety. So much 
like Times Square — which was 
rejuvenated soon after Disney re- 
habilitated and reopened the 
landmark New Amsterdam The- 
atre on 42nd Street in 1994 — 
Coney Island’s plans for revital- 
ization could use a litde help 
from the Walt Disney pocket- 
book, Zigun said. 

Judi Orlando, the executive di- 
rector of the Astella Development 
Corporation — a not-for-profit 
community based organization 
dedicated to providing affordable 
housing, commercial revitaliza- 
tion and improved quality of life 
in the Coney Island community 
— said her 27 years as a resident 
have brought her to see Coney Is- 
land through many developmen- 
tal ups and downs. 

Astella was founded in 1975 
by Coney Island residents who 
were concerned about the deteri- 
oration of their community. 

“In the good old days, this 
place brought many more peo- 
ple,” she said, noting she had 
heard rumors floating around re- 
garding interest in the area by 

“I have seen big improve- 
ments in the area and the stadium 
has brought in a lot of people.” 
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Mercury rising in City Tech labs 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Two floors of Downtown 
Brooklyn’s New York City 
College of Technology 
were evacuated recently 
after mercury was discov- 
ered in classrooms, a 
physics lab and offices. 

Students who might wish to 
attribute lackluster grades to 
symptoms of mercury poison- 
ing — such as nervousness, 
trembling and dementia — 
may have to look for another 
excuse, however, as university 
and health officials are claim- 
ing the levels were below 
what are commonly regarded 
as hazardous. 

In late June, the college at 
300 Jay St. detected elevated 
levels of mercury on the sev- 
enth and eighth floors of 
Namm Hall. The floors were 
closed off after routine tests 
found mercury on the two 
floors, which house class- 
rooms, faculty offices and a 
physics laboratory. 

Mercury can be absorbed in 
to porous surfaces, including 
sheet rock, tile and even con- 

While the levels, found to be 
23 micrograms per cubic meter, 
were two to four times less than 
what the Occupational Health 
and Safety Administration 
(OSHA) and the National Insti- 
tute of Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH), consider dan- 
gerous, the shutdown was taken 
as a precautionary measure. 

“The fact that CUNY wants 
to remediate it — that’s fine,” 
said Claudia Hutton, a spokes- 
woman for the state Dormito- 
ry Authority, the agency that 
owns the building. “You don’t 
have to wait for something to 
get to a dangerous level before 


you do something about it.” 
Pregnant women and chil- 
dren are most vulnerable to 
the highly toxic metallic ele- 
ment that is liquid at room 
temperature. Prolonged expo- 
sure to mercury can have po- 
tentially fatal effects as well as 
causing mood and personality 
changes, respiratory problems, 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

New York City Technical 
College has shifted a few 
words, changed a couple of 
letters and reintroduced 
itself to the public as the 
New York City College of 
Technology. 

Distancing itself from its 
roots as a community college, 
the 120-year-old institution of 
higher education has recently 
sought to raise its prominence 
and stature. 

"While the term ‘technical 
college’ had broader implica- 
tions in times past, in today’s 
educational marketplace tech- 
nical colleges are generally 
two-year schools offering vo- 
cational programs,” Fred Bea- 
ufait, the college’s president, 
said in a prepared statement. 

“New York City College of 
Technology,” he said, “is posi- 
tioning itself to further en- 
hance its image, attract top- 
notch students and respond to 
the current and future techno- 
logical needs of public- and 
private-sector employers.” 

Among the college’s 
planned initiatives is to broad- 


trembling and nerve damage. 

The Dormitory Authority 
owns the building while 
CUNY acts as a lessee of the 
property, managing and main- 
taining Namm Hall. 

Hutton said the most imme- 
diate presumption is that since 
it is a physics lab, mercury 
may have been used in some 


elude Architectural Technolo- 
gy and Applied Mathematics. 

The college was founded in 
1946 as the New York State 
Institute of Applied Sciences 
and was renamed New York 
City Community College in 
1956, becoming the city’s first 
two-year college. 

In 1971 it incorporated the 
120-year-old, privately-en- 
dowed Voorhees Technical In- 
stitute into its program, and 
nine years later was included 
in the City University of New 
York (CUNY) system, after 
which it changed its name 
once again to New York City 
Technical College. 

It was not until 1983 that it 
was allowed to grant its first 
baccalaureate degree, in hotel 
and restaurant management. 

The college currently boasts 
11,000 degree students study- 
ing 50 different technology-re- 
lated baccalaureate, assocrate 
and specialized certificate pro- 
grams. Another 10,000 students 
are enrolled each year in vari- 
ous adult education and work- 
force development programs. 

On July 12, Gov. George 
Pataki signed legislation, spon- 


of the experiments. 

“You use mercury for ex- 
periments, these things hap- 
pen,” she said. “But that does- 
n’t mean you want students 
walking into a room where the 
porous surfaces may have ab- 
sorbed some of the mercury.” 

The Dormitory Authority 
has hired an environmental 


sored in the state Senate by 
Serphin Maltese (R-Queens) 
and in the Assembly by 
Roger Green (D-Fort Greene, 
Clinton Hill, Crown Heights). 

Maltese was joined by As- 
semblyman Joe Lentol, repre- 
senting Fort Greene, Green- 
point and Williamsburg, and 
Assemblywoman Joan Mill- 


consultant, Professional Ser- 
vice Industries Inc., and a con- 
tractor, Impact Environmental 
— with oversight from the city 
Department of Health — to 
vacuum particles from the air 
and any particles that may be 
embedded in porous exteriors. 

Exactly when the labs may 
be open again is still uncertain. 


man, of Brooklyn Heights, 
Bay Ridge, Boerum Hill, 
Carroll Gardens and Cobble 
Hill, at Pataki's Midtown 
Manhattan Office last week 
to celebrate the bill’s passage. 

“New York City College of 
Technology has been an out- 
standing institution, but it has 
grown, it has improved, it has 


“They will do a very thor- 
ough cleaning and take new 
readings,” Hutton said. “What 
happens after that depends on 
what the readings show.” 

Calls to City Tech’s public 
affairs department were re- 
ferred to the college’s vice pres- 
ident, Dixie Norris, who could 
not be reached press time. 


upgraded,” Pataki said. “It 
has created an important aca- 
demic niche for itself in New 
York State as the City Uni- 
versity of New York's college 
of technology.” 

Its nickname, City Tech, 
however, will not have to 
change to accommodate the 
institution’s shift in title. 


Just call it city 'College of Technology' 
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CGardens 
P.O/d with 
Post Office 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

While a new postal substa- 
tion in Carroll Gardens may 
be only a few weeks from 
being announced, the call for 
a permanent facility has been 
renewed by Assembly- 
woman Joan Millman. 

AU.S. Postal Service spokes- 
man said bids are being received 
for a new substation in Carroll 
Gardens, after a six-month ab- 
sence. Meanwhile, Millman re- 
cently sent a letter to U.S. Post- 
master General John Potter to 
amplify the community’s call 
for a permanent facility. 

Demonstrable of the prob- 
lem, if the letter had weighed 
more than 64 ounces, or if she 
had needed a stamp, Millman 
would have had to trek to Red 
Hook across the perilous 
Hamilton Avenue, or roll the 
dice on an inconsistent mobile 
post office. 

“The U.S. Post Office sub- 
station located at the Court 
Street Pharmacy was forced to 
close down due in no small part 
to the financial limitations that 
are inherent in running a post 
office substation,” Millman 
wrote in her letter, dated June 
24, 2002. “Today, the residents 
and businesses of Carroll Gar- 
dens are forced to rely on a mo- 
bile post office truck that has 
limited hours and services. 

“Without permanent service, 
the residents of Carroll Gardens 
are forced to travel to the 
Brooklyn Heights or Red Hook 
post offices. Neither of these al- 
ternatives are acceptable.” 

The Red Hook facility is lo- 
cated at 615 Clinton St. be- 
tween Centre and Bush streets 
near the Red Hook Houses 
apartment complex. The 
Brooklyn Heights facility is 
the borough’s General Post 
Office, at 271 Cadman Plaza 
East at Johnson Tech Place, 
near Brooklyn Supreme Court. 

Last January, a postal con- 
tract station located inside the 
Carroll Court Pharmacy, at 388 
Court St. was taken out of serv- 
ice by the pharmacy’s owner, 
Gerard Chirico, who said it was 
difficult to keep employees who 
were willing to handle the mail 
because postal customers did 
not treat them well. 

Since January, the Postal Ser- 
vice has in theory provided a 
mobile post office on Court 
Street, between First Place and 
Carroll Street, Monday through 
Friday, 10:15 am to 4 pm, al- 
though its presence, according to 
residents, has been inconsistenL 

While Millman and some 


activists all expressed gratitude 
for the truck, the assembly- 
woman said that it has not 
been as successful as a perma- 
nent post office. 

"Sometimes they can’t park 
where it was before, so it’s in a 
different location; they are en- 
titled to lunch so they close for 
an hour in the middle of the 
day,” Millman told The Brook- 
lyn Papers. “It’s better than 
nothing, but I think that Carroll 
Gardens deserves to have a 
permanent post office.” 

Millman said that 2000 
Census data indicated that Car- 
roll Gardens had grown to 
about 30,000 residents, 15 per- 
cent of which are senior citi- 
zens, making the long journey 
to the Red Hook or Brooklyn 
Heights post offices particular- 
ly lamentable. 

A brand new post office, 
however, may not be forth- 
coming, according to Pat Bel- 
lantoni, a spokesman for the 
Brooklyn Post Office, as there 
are currently no new post of- 
fices being constructed and the 
agency is in the midst of a cap- 
ital spending freeze. 

“What we’re doing is we 
have solicited the area for a new 
contract station and that is in 
progress now,” Bellantoni said. 
“And we hope to have a suc- 
cessful bidder in four weeks.” 

While he would not specify 
who has bid or how many bid- 
ders have responded, Bellan- 
toni said, “We’re required to 
have a minimum of three loca- 
tions bid, and we’ve met the 
requirement.” 

Millman’s office, however, 
said that a new substation 
would only be an interim solu- 
tion in the larger quest for a 
permanent facility. In the past 
several years the substations 
have drifted through three dif- 
ferent locations, with a bakery 
and a candy store preceding 
the pharmacy, and lasted for a 
period ranging from a few 
months to several years. 

Millman said she is still 
waiting on a reply from the 
postmaster general and that the 
mobilization of a larger group 
of elected officials on the is- 
sue, including federal, city and 
state leaders, is all pending the 
response. 

In the past, Rep. Ed Towns 
had worked on the matter, al- 
though his efforts had only 
earned the area a substation. 
Due to redistricting, Carroll 
Gardens’ new congressional 
representatives will be Rep. 
Nydia Velazquez and Rep. Ma- 
jor Owens, should they both 
gain re-election this November. 
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Yassky's waterfront bill passes 


By Patrick Gallahue 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The City Council unani- 
mously passed a bill this 
month, drafted by Brook- 
lyn Heights Councilman 
David Yassky, that will 
require the city to provide a 
comprehensive survey of 
its stock of waterfront 
property. 

When first introducing his 
Waterfront Inventory Bill, 
Yassky, who chairs the select 
committee on waterfronts, cit- 
ed the “Top 10 waterfront 
wastes,” a list of the most 
egregiously wasted properties 
citywide — such as the 
Harlem River Salt Storage Lot 
in Manhattan, the Hunts Point 
Jail Barge in the Bronx and 
the old WNYC radio transmit- 
ter in Greenpoint — to 
demonstrate the need for such 
a survey. 

Among the Top 10, was the 
Erie Basin Auto Pound at 700 
Columbia St. in Red Hook. 

“I want to move some of 
those facilities off the water- 
front,” Yassky said. “We're us- 
ing some of the most valuable 
property in the city for the 
least important uses. Rather 



David Yassky bp / File photo 


than housing people we’re 
storing towed cars.” 

The survey will include the 
location, size, owner and 
renter of waterfront properties 
— collected from the myriad 
city agencies that are in pos- 
session of shoreline land. At 
present, there is no consolidat- 
ed record of information on 
the city’s 532 miles of water- 
front property. 

While the land of the Erie 
Basin Auto Pound is actually 
privately owned, and leased 
by the city, Yassky said city- 
used property would also be 
included in the survey. 

The Columbia Street Pier, 


renovated in 19S5, is owned 
by Erie Basin Marine Associ- 
ates, a partnership between the 
Hughes Brothers barge compa- 
ny and Reinauer Transporta- 
tion, with the city leasing 
about 20 acres for the tow 
pound. 

Bob Hughes, who manages 
the property, estimated there was 
still about 10 years left on the 
city’s lease, signed in 1994, but 
that he was open to new ideas. 

“Obviously, the city has a 
lease with us that doesn’t per- 
mit the use to change,” Hugh- 
es said. "But we’d be happy to 
listen to anything the city 
would like to propose to us. 
Any clean use.” 

The property includes a 
promenade and a fishing pier 
leading up to the front gates of 
the tow pound, and Hughes 
said the primary function of 
the peninsula is to dock boats. 
The tow pound has been a 
convenient use for the compa- 
ny because the rent paid helps 
provide resources to allow 
them to operate the docks. 

At present, Hughes said there 
are 200 vessels that dock along 
the pier, ranging in function 
from tugboats to salvage rigs. 

Some waterfront activists, 


such as Carter Craft, program 
director of the Metropolitan 
Waterfront All mce, applauded 
the bill but warned that mar- 
itime uses and employment 
along the waterfront should 
also be protected. 

Urging for a mix of indus- 
try, recreational development 
and transportation, Craft said, 
“If we go from a 20th-century 
waterfront of brownfields and 
chainlink fences to a 21st-cen- 
tury development of continu- 
ous greenspace we’re going to 
suffocate the maritime indus- 
tries that exist there.” 

Ultimately, while Yassky 
may have other ideas for the 
lot, such as housing and open 
space, the responsibility of de- 
manding alternatives will 
probably fall to the communi- 
ty, as was the case with Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park — a 1 .3 mile 
commercial and recreational 
development planned for the 
waterfront between the Man- 
hattan Bridge and Atlantic Av- 
enue — for which members of 
the community spent 15 years 
lobbying. 

“This is going to give com- 
munity groups a tool they can 
use, to develop their own ideas 
and plans, and bring to the city 


proposals that the city can take 
up and run with,” Yassky said. 
“I think a lot of the creative en- 
ergy on the waterfront has 
come from the community.” 

John McGettrick, a member 
of the Red Hook Civic Associ- 
ation, has long been an advo- 
cate of developing more resi- 
dential opportunities in the 
neighborhood. 

While he had only kind 
words for Hughes, he said, “A 
combination of commercial 
public access, if you will, at 
that particular location . . . 
clearly this is something that 
could and should be explored.” 

The movement for “reclaim- 
ing the waterfront” comes at an 
opportune time, with both May- 
or Michael Bloomberg and Gov. 
George Pataki lined up behind 
waterfront initiatives such as the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park and the 
redevelopment of the Gowanus 
Canal. Just last month, Pataki al- 
located $170,000 towards the 
transmitter site in Greenpoint to 
explore the option of creating a 

“I think it has finally sunk in 
on the policymakers and the 
regular citizens alike that our 
waterfront is a tremendously 
under-used asset,” Yassky said. 


TOXIC ... 


Continued from page 1 
ment of the Post Office Site, 
and included representatives of 
developer Bruce Ratner, the 
state Department of Health 
and the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation. 

About 50 residents and ac- 
tivists met in tne community 
room of the St. Mary Star of 
the Sea church, on Court 
Street, between Nelson and 
Luquer streets in Carroll Gar- 
dens, to hear details of the 
cleanup. 

From about 1860 to the late 
1930s, the site was host to a 
coal gasification plant with 
three large containers, approxi- 
mately 100 feet in diameter, 
located on the southern portion 
of the property. Over the next 


Continued from page 1 
Brooklyn, a [developing] 24- 
hour community, these inter- 
ests are enough to justify re- 
zoning. But not, I believe, the 
rezoning originally proposed 
by the law school, because the 
neighborhoods surrounding 
the proposed project also have 
very, very legitimate con- 

“This development cannot 
threaten the character of the 
surrounding neighborhoods,” 

“I had hoped that the reduc- 
tion in height that the law 
school achieved would bring 
the building to no higher than 
210 feet,” Yassky added. 

The reduction did nothing 
to quell the community’s dis- 
pleasure with the plan. 

Shortly after Wexler an- 
nounced the school’s willing- 
ness to bring the building down 
by 50 feet, Nancy Bowe, presi- 
dent of the Brooklyn Heights 
Association stood outside City 
Hall’s conference room and not- 
ed, “The mechanicals will stay, 
so it is really only a 20-foot dif- 

Asked if she thought the 
community groups would sign 
on to the idea, Bowe said, 
“No. We would have signed 
on in there,” gesturing towards 
the conference room where 
ongoing opposing testimony 
was delivered by neighbor- 
hood residents and activists. 

Brooklyn Law School’s 
original plans consisted of a 
265-foot, 22-story dormitory 
to house 407 students. The 
height reduction will diminish 
the number of available beds 
to 371, according to Brooklyn 
Law spokesman Jamie Van 
Bramer. The dormitory was 
designed by Robert A.M. 
Stem, and is to be built at the 
comer of State Street and 
Boerum Place. 


20 years, a paint manufactur- 
ing factory and an asphalt 
plant would call the parcel 
home before the Postal Service 
operated a vehicle mainte- 
nance and mail handling facili- 
ty there after World War H. 

The foundations of the gas 
containers are still in the soil. 


from the gas plant. 

According to Roux Associ- 
ates, the environmental con- 
sultants hired by Ratner’s 
company, Forest City Ratner, 
tar-saturated soils are present 
in the ground in varying 
depths, from 4 feet to 16 feet. 

The current cleanup plan, 
approved by the state depart- 
ments of Health and Environ- 
mental Conservation, involves 


The design costs have al- 
ready amounted to $1 million 
and while additional modifica- 
tions will be added to those 
plans, the cost difference was 
not available by press time. 

As requested by the com- 
munity, the red brick exterior 
of the building will be changed 
to the lighter beige. 

The council approval allows 
the law school to break a zoning 
restriction, passed just last year 
by the City Planning Commis- 
sion, which designated, among 
other areas, the tract bounded 
by Livingston Street, Smith 
Street, Atlantic Avenue and a 
line 100 feet west of Court 
Street as part of the Special 
Downtown Brooklyn District. 
The special zoning limited fu- 
ture building height to 120 feet 

The area was called a 
“buffer zone” between the 
Downtown commercial district 
and the residential brownstone 
communities west of the high- 
rise business quarter. 

The Brooklyn Law plan ef- 
fectively rezones several blocks 
along the western half of 
Boerum Place from Joralemon 
Street to State Street that sur- 
round the 25,000-square-foot lot 
slated for the development. 

“This [approval] is after the 
Brooklyn [office of] City Plan- 
ning worked proactively with 
all the neighborhood groups to 
get the special zoning — and 
one year later it gets thrown 
back,” said a disappointed 
Heloise Gmneberg, president of 
the Boerum Hill Association. 

Surrounding community 
groups — such as the Brooklyn 
Heights, Cobble Hill, Boerum 
Hill, State Street Block and At- 
lantic Avenue Betterment asso- 
ciations — which have at times 
not seen eye-to-eye on issues, 
allied throughout the process to 
form a single voice on the 
Brooklyn Law plan, first of out- 
right rejection and then of com- 


excavating contaminated soil 
beneath temporary tents and 
then transporting the excavat- 
ed soil by truck off-site for 
treatment. The resulting craters 
will then be packed with clean 
back fill . 

The tents will be sealed, 
drawing air from the exterior 
of the structure, so that the air 
within the tent can be treated 
before it is released into the at- 
mosphere to “minimize dust in 
the air and minimize vapors,” 
according to Bill Fisher, the 
project engineer. 

The first tents are already 
up, and the entire process 
should be complete by the end 
of August, according to Fisher. 

Ashley Thomas, who co- 
chairs the task force and heads 
Care About the Slope (CATS), 
a local civic group, sought to 
know how the contaminated 
materials would be contained 


promise, embracing Mark- 
owitz’s alternate plan after the 
City Planning Commission ap- 
proved the Brooklyn Law plan. 

Support for the law school’s 
proposal came largely from 
students and alumni, which in- 
cludes political, legal and busi- 
ness power brokers. 

Among the celebrated 
Brooklyn Law alumni to testi- 
fy on Monday was former 
Mayor David Dinkins, a mem- 
ber of the class of 1956, who 
urged for the dormitory’s ap- 
proval, citing the school’s pro- 
gressive history and record. 

“Although it is certainly es- 
sential to generate community 
involvement and input into de- 
velopment projects,” said 
Dinkins, “it is also critically 
important to be able to look at 
the big picture and evaluate a 
project’s impact objectively, 
and away from the voices of 
emotionally charged partisans 
— either for or against.” 

Among the factors that 
weighed on the side of Brook- 
lyn Law, is the school’s debili- 
tating dearth of housing facili- 
ties for its 1,500 students. 
Wexler said only 10 percent of 
the requests for housing can be 
accommodated. 

The scale of the project how- 
ever, remained excessive to 
community groups, and after the 
project was rejected, by a close 
margin, by Community Board 
2, the various neighborhood as- 
sociations echoed each other’s 
pleas before the borough presi- 
dent to uphold the zoning. 

Markowitz ended up putting 
forth a modified proposal that 
limited the height to 210 feet 
and shifted the tower of the 
dormitory off of State Street to 
the significantly broader 1 30- 
foot-wide Boerum Place. 

It also would have stretched 
the zoning from a neighboring 
area to include a small penin- 
sula, encompassing the dormi- 
tory, extending from Liv- 
ingston Street to State Street. 
The proposal would have 
forced the law school to keep 
the State Street side of the 
project at a lesser height. 

The Markowitz plan, how- 
ever, was received with 
staunch rejection from the law 
school, with Wexler calling the 
proposal, “not viable economi- 
cally or programmatically.” 

As of May, she said, the 
school had already had 340 stu- 
dent requests for housing and, 
according to Markowitz’s plan, 
the institution would not even 
be able to satisfy those requests. 
She added that the school has 
already expended about $1 mil- 
lion in design fees, and modifi- 
cations would greatly add to 
that cost since Markowitz’s 
proposal would have been a 
practically new design. 

While Markowitz’s recom- 
mendation lmually angered both 
sides, breaking the zoning but 
changing the proposal, it eventu- 
ally became the community 
groups’ last resort, who sought 


on the back of the trucks as the 
materials were shipped out. 

With fears voiced that little 
more than a bungee cord and 
tarp would keep the contami- 
nated soil from spilling onto the 
neighboring streets or blowing 
in the wind, DEC representa- 
tive James Van Hoesen said, 
“It’s a much tighter operation 
than what you see on the gravel 
trucks,” and assured the audi- 
ence members that there would 
be two layers of insulation. 

Trucks exiting the Gowanus 
Expressway will take Third 
Avenue up to Ninth Street, 
turning west onto Ninth Street, 
which they will take into the 
site. Trucks carrying the con- 
taminated soil will then exit on 
Second Avenue at 11th Street, 
go south to 12th Street, then 
east to Third Avenue, which 
they will take south to the Ver- 
razano-Narrows Bridge. 


to keep the high-rise from 
fronting the largely brownstone 
residential State Street. 

‘That, too, would have been 
a compromise, but at least it 
would have bowed in State 
Street’s favor,” Gmneberg said. 

“[The dorm] would build a 
265-foot-high wall, running 
two-thirds the length of a foot- 
ball field into State — a nar- 
row, tree-lined street of historic 
brownstones,” said Alyssa 
Lappen, co-chair of the Brook- 
lyn Heights Protection Coali- 
tion, before the committee on 
Monday. “We support Bor- 
ough President Markowitz’s 
compromise.” 

The activists’ willingness to 
settle on Markowitz’s compro- 
mise eventually resulted in 
raising the bar for concession 
and a half-dozen community 
groups shed a collective sigh 
of disappointment. 

“It was far from a victory 
for the voice of the communi- 
ty,” Gruneberg said. “It was 
Idnd of a bow in our direction 
and that was it. But at least we 
got that bow.” 

The community eventually 
had meetings with the Zoning 
& Franchises Land Use sub- 
committee, it’s chair Tony 
Avella, and neighboring Coun- 
cilman DeBlasio, as well as on- 
going conferences with Yassky. 

The council members at- 
tempted to work out a compro- 
mise between the divergent in- 
terests and Yassky said he 
unsuccessfully sought a con- 
cession to bring the height 
down to 210 feet. 

Yassky, however, did not en- 
dorse the Markowitz plan be- 
cause it would have cut off the 
air and light from 96 Schermer- 
hom St., next door, and would 
have gready increased rental 
costs to students. 

While DeBlasio said the 
Markowitz plan was a more 
preferable compromise, the 
216-foot reduction was “accept- 
able but just barely acceptable.” 

“I don’t know anyone who 
thinks it’s a bad idea to have 
some type of [Brooklyn] Law 
School dormitory on the site,” 
DeBlasio said. “In so many 
struggles over land use there’s 
an entire rejection of the pur- 
pose that is proposed. 

“This is a situation where’s 
there’s a broad acceptance over 
the use to the community,” De- 
Blasio said, but added that the 
resistance was due to scale. 

The project met with unani- 
mous approval in all three phas- 
es of its passage through the 
City Council, including the sub- 
committee, the Land Use com- 
mittee and the full council. The 
mayor now has five days to veto 
the application or sign off on it. 

When the proposal came 
before the community board 
last April, Raymond Levin, an 
attorney representing Brooklyn 
Law, said that should the proj- 
ect pass the city’s land use re- 
view process, it was expected 
to be open by August 2004. 


Furthermore, with homes 
on Third Avenue, and a De- 
partment of Sanitation garage 
already located on Second Av- 
enue, residents expressed 
more fondness for an alterna- 
tive route, vocalized by CATS 
member Danny Reilly, which 
did not encroach on any resi- 
dential streets. 

While 12th Street, which is 
adjacent to the site, runs east 
towards Third Avenue from 
Second Avenue, it proceeds in 
the opposite direction west of 
Second Avenue. Therefore, it 
was suggested that trucks exit 
west on 12th Street towards 
Hamilton Avenue to circum- 
vent any homes and keep all 
departing traffic within the in- 
dustrial zone. 

“We’re here to present and 
we’re here to listen to commu- 
nity concerns and questions,” 
said Michele Demilly, a Forest 
City Ratner spokeswoman. 
“We’re going to go back and 
evaluate what heard tonight 
and be responsive.” She said 
that sentiment included con- 
cern over traffic routes. 

There were also calls for 
the groundwater near Second 
Avenue and nearest the canal 
to be monitored, and for the 
community to be informed 
about the air monitoring re- 
sults. Health Department rep- 
resentative Krista Anders said 
she would entertain hold fur- 
ther discussions with the task 
force to explore possible sys- 
tems to make that feasible. 

In the past few years ideas 
have passed before the com- 
munity with mixed reviews, 
among them, a movie theater 
and megamall — to be devel- 
oped by Millennium Partners 
and Insite — and a massive 
300,000-square-foot Ikea last 
year. Ikea pulled out after 
commumtv groups threatened 
lawsuits to force an environ- 
mental assessment addressing 
traffic concerns. The Millenni- 
um-Insite partnership was 
forced out of the site when a 
judge ruled that Forest City 
Ratner had been unfairly cut 
out of negotiations to develop 
the site. 

Now, with Forest City Rat- 
ner committing to the cleanup, 
Lowe’s seems fated to make 
its home in Gowanus. 

Lindsay McGrady, the di- 
rector of site development for 
Lowe’s, presented plans to de- 
velop a 157,000-square-foot 
store designed by Urbit- 
ran/Rosenbloom Architects. 

The back of the brick and 
pre-cast store would face Sec- 
ond Avenue, while the main 
entrance would face a 490- 
space parking lot abutting the 
canal. Plans include a prome- 
nade along the Gowanus 
Canal and a greening of the 
surrounding block with trees. 

The loading dock would be 
located on 10th Street, but 
shielded from view by a rollup 
gate and 12-foot-high brick 

The traffic issue, however, 
is sure to finger. While a full 
environmental analysis has not 
been prepared, figures from a 
past development proposal 
have gone into a preliminary 
traffic analysis. According to 
McGrady, the numbers indi- 
cate that less than 5 percent of 
the traffic would come down 
12th Street and that the peak 
traffic period would be be- 
tween 1 1 am and 2 pm. 

Whether or not that will al- 
lay a community that stands to 
be besieged by traffic once the 
Gowanus Expressway begins 
a long-awaited renovation or 
replacement, is yet to be seen. 

Thomas held firm that a 
mere environmental assess- 
ment might not be sufficient, 
and called for a more thorough 
environmental impact state- 
ment. McGrady said there 
were no plans to perform one. 


OFFICIAL... 

Continued from page 1 

bereft and the stressed who laid flowers, candles and cards 
against the wrought iron fence facing the smoldering Lower 
Manhattan skyline. Due to the attack, the beginning of Phase 2 of 
the plan was pushed back about four week 

“It really is hard to come here without thinking of the World 
Trade Center,” Benepe said. 

Three bronze plaques by artist Greg Lefevre have been embed- 
ded into two locations along the walkway, at Clark Street and at 
Montague Street, depicting historic waterfront scenes of the city, 
such as an etching of sailing ships from 1776, a steam ship from 
1880 and the Manhattan skyline of 1935. 

Three more designs will be added to those, one of which will 
be added at the above-mentioned locations featuring the pre-9-11 
view of the skyline. 

The other two plaques will be placed at either end of the prome- 
nade, portraying the Brooklyn Bridge reconstruction of 1877, placed 
on the north end of the promenade, and a view of the New York 
Harbor from 1873 placed at the southern edge of the walkway. 


TOWER... 



|apartments 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


DUMBO 

1 bedroom in doorman build- 
ing. Gas & electric included. 
Lovely view. $2,000 monthly. 

(718) 462-7376 or (917) 682- 
3072 9am-1 1pm. r3q 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 

BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 
www.Sublet.com 
Studios;1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1-877-FOR-RENT R19 

RITA C. BELL 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 

7617 3rd Ave., Bklyn, NY 11209 

Phone (718) 759-1035 

Fax (718) 759-1037 



Church Ave. $1150ea. P 


Park Slope South 


(718) 998-9288 

APARTMENTS/SUBLETS 
& ROOMMATES 

Li Brows^isdn 0 rFREE EE 
www.thesublet.com 
All cities & areas 
Manhattan/Bklyn/ Queens 

201-265-7900 ^ 


To Share / Brooklyn 


Park Slope 

sunny furnished room. Gas, cooking, 
monthly. (71 8) 332-41 66. $ R28 


Wanted / Brooklyn 


Japanese university students 

looking for spare room in 
apartment or house. Short or 
longer stay. Please call Sara 
at (718) 284-5904. Email: 
sara@sarahomestav.com . 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


Office Space Available 


Greenwood 

24th St. bet. 3rd & 4th Aves. 
Newly renovated. 600 sq.ft. 1 
block from R train. $1 200 month- 
ly, heat included. (718) 499- 
6056 


HOUSES 


For Sale / Staten Island 


South Beach 

Close to Verrazano Bridge. 2 fam- 
ily. Huge lot yard. No Brokers. 
Asking S389K. 

(718)981-9651 


LAND 


For Sale / Florida 


Florida Properties 

monthly payments you can own a 
1/4 acre homesite. No credit check. 

Call Joseph @ 

(718) 997-6700 x217 ^ 



Where 
Brooklyn 
comes together 
Every Week! 

(T^ooklyn 
^ papers 


| HOUSES FOR SALE 


Houses For Sale / Brooklyn 



Bay Ridge: OPEN HOUSE Sun, July 28, 1-3pm 
7501 Ridge Blvd. 2BR Co-op, new bath, new EIK w/windows. Hardwood 
oors, excel, loc. & bldg. Asking $189,000. Ask for Catherine. REF. #CF328 

Kensington: OPEN HOUSE Sun, July 28, 1-3pm 

40 Tehama St. #4C (bet. Chester/Dahiii) 2BR Co-op, new EIK w/window, 
hardwood floor. Asking $199,000. Ask for Catherine. REF. #CF326 

Bensonhurst: OPEN HOUSE Sun, July 28, 12-2pm 

255 Bay 41 st St. 2 fam brick MIC must see to appreciate. 3BR over 1 BR. 


Midwood: OPEN HOUSE Sun, July 28, 1-3pm 
1816 Avenue J 1 fam 40x1 00. 6BR, 4bath, fin bsmt, pvt DR. Good for 


BANKSFU 


Making Real Estate 
Real Easy.™ 


Call COLDWELL BANKER MID PLAZA 

3350 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 229 
718-646-3600 • www.coldwellbanker.com 


Houses For Sale / New Jersey 


WHY RENT? 

OWN A HOME WITH fr 

YOUR OWN STUDIO SPACE IN ** 

south Orange/Maplewood, Nj! 

• Affordable homes • Beautiful parks 

• Low interest “Prism” secondary mortgages F j 

• Local galleries • Live jazz yfy 

• 28 minutes by train to NYC Penn Station | 

Visit us at www.twotowns.org or call: 1 

1-800 -CLOSE BY for free information kit or tour I R25 


INSURANCE 



Visit us at 
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Help Wanted 


ASSISTANT 

MANAGER 

We're New York's leading high 
Fashion Women's Discount 

slope. We're seeking a mature, 
arganized individual with good 
Fashion direction and a minimum 
3 years experience^ retail man- 

light and no Sundays! Excellent 
Denefits inlcuding 401 (k), 
Vledical, Dental, Employee 
Discounts, Paid Sick/Vacation. 
Fax resumes to 718-768-5404 or 



[acted directly. Call 718-768- 
5400 ext. 25 with any questions. 


MROYS 

627 5 th Avenue at 17 th Street 
Park Slope Brooklyn NY 11215 


Secretary 

z or Bay Ridge law firm. Must have 

(212) 238-3091 


Help Wanted 


Maintenance/ 

Engineering 

F/T pos requiring handyman 
exp, pref in hospital or nurs- 
ing home. Knowl of Air 
Conditioning/ Refrigeration/ 
Boilers. 4pm-1 2:30am shift, 
& wknd coverage availabil- 
ity a must. Certificate of fit- 
ness req'd. Fax resume to: 
718-714-4869, Human 
Resources. 

SEPHARDIC HOME 

2266 Cropsey Ave. 

Brooklyn, NY 11 21 4 

Equal Opportunity Employer 


BARTENDER 

2 Years Experience. 
Dumbo area Restaurant/Bar. 
Contact Jeff. 

(718)243-9815 R28 

Handyman/Porter/ 

Messenger 

tiable. Must have car. Fax Resume to: 

(212) 230-7550 


Career Preparation 


Interviews Guaranteed 

Customized Resumes, Cover Letters 
and Interview Coaching 

By Certified Employment Interview Professional 

FREE RESUME ASSESSMENT - 

CAREER SERVICES 

Convenient Park Slope Location 

917 - 576-2821 

Active Member of PARW/CC & CM] 


Help Wanted 


Construction Handyman 



P/T Help Wanted 


P/T Office Worker 

Brooklyn Heights Medical Office 
needs permanent part-time office 
worker, Mon-Fri, experience pre- 
ferred but not necessary. Please call: 

(718)624-3003 R29 


Income Opportunites 


It is suggested that companies be 
researched before sending any money. 
Long distance rates may apply. 


An Extraordinary 
Business Opportunity 



1 (800) 844-8533 


$500 LOAN 
CALL NOW! 

Cash Tomorrow In Your Checking 
Account. Need Income of 
$1 500/month. Call Easycash, 
Member FDIC. 1-800-220-4506. 


Recent HS Grads (1 8+)/College Students 

Fun, Food, Chicks, Guys, 
Drinks, Dates, Clothes 

$18.25 base-appt. FT/PT shifts 

Positions are being filled fast. 

Bensonhurst 331-7900 
Park Slope 832-7100 
Midwood 839-0900 R35 



To advertise call 

834-9161 

ask for classified 

Monday through Friday 9am-5pm 


DEADLINE! 

For ALL Categories - Tuesdays , 4pm 



What, When and How 
of our Classified Ads 

• The Brooklyn Classifieds appear in neighborhood editions of 
The Brooklyn Papers published during the week in which 
an ad runs. 

• Ads ordered and paid for by deadline are generally included 
in the next edition. But sometimes ads may be held for an 
additional week, based on production and space considera- 
tions. The Brooklyn Papers shall be under no liability for 
its failure for any cause to insert an advertisement. 

• Once ordered, a Classified Ad may NOT be cancelled before 
its first insertion. 

• Ads ordered to run more than one week may be cancelled 
after the first week. However, while the ad may be cancelled, 
NO REFUND OR CREDIT will be issued. 

• Contract rates for Classified Ads are "rate holders" — no 
skipped issues permitted. 

• Special "package price" and other discounted multiple inser- 
tion rates require prepayment for the total number of weeks 
ordered, may not be cancelled and may not be short rated to 
achieve a lower rate on renewal. 

• In the event of an error in a published ad, please contact The 
Brooklyn Papers by the first deadline following publication 
date. 


BED & BREAKFAST 


cflxyme 

T nviting Friendly and Relaxing 
Place to be while visitng Brooklyn, 
New York. A home away from home. 

6u*fAo™> (718) 434-7628 

See us at 

www.honeysbedandbreakfast.com 


Foy House 

Bed and Breakfast 
in the heart of Park Slope 


(718) 636-1492 
By appointment only 


CD DUPLICATION 


200 CD DUPES FOR $100 
Park Slope CD Duplication 


CHILDREN & 
CHILD CARE 


Child Care Available 


Cjitcuya dfiiChcavc. 

Ages 3 mos. - 4 yrs. 8am-6pm. 
Organic meals included. Backyard, 
music classes. Licensed. Carroll 
Gardens & Park Slope. Call Ilene. 

(718)488-8562 R2522 


on after 9 years with Manhattan 
Call Marie. (718) 284-5003. 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 


Cleaning Svcs Available 


$50 and up. 

(718) 499-2971 
(347) 249-3342 

Apts • Houses • Offices 


TRUE CHOICE 
CLEANING SERVICE 

APARTMENT • STUDIOS 
HOUSES • OFFICES • BOATS 

CORPORATE ACCOUNTS WELCOME. 

FREE ESTIMATES. For reliable sendee: 

Call (718) 826-0500 ^ 


If^Kurplfg'e flautsll 


Visit us at 

(T^oklyn 
^ papers. com 


ENTERTAINMENT 


caricatures 

Have tux will travel 

PARTIES & SPECIAL OCCASSIONS 
OFFICE OR HOME 
GRAND OPENINGS 
WEDDINGS 
BAR/BAT MITZVAHS 
GIFTS (VIA) PHOTOS 
CUSTOM T-SHIRTS 

(917) 704-1160 


Party Room 


(917) 723-8742 




BuBuLuBu i 

Entertainment i 


INSTRUCTION 


Glass courses at workspacell 

Williamsburg glass studio. Night class- 


jgf Park Slope 

Painting and 
Drawing Lessons 

7718)499.1494 


Park Slope 
DRUM LESSONS 


(718) 832-6598 


Flute Lessons 

22 Years of Experience 

Many Styles • All ages Welcome 
PARK SLOPE AREA 

718 - 399-2402 R34 


SLOPE MUSIC 


Msg. 718-768-3804 


IMPROVE 
STUDY SKILLS 


$500 LOAN 
CALL NOW! 

Cash Tomorrow In 
Your Checking Account. 

Need Income of 
$1500/month. 

Call Easycash, Member FDIC 

1 - 800 - 220-4506 

www.moneybyfax.com m2 



Imprinted Gifts & Novelties 


Alternatives 

Best Prices on T-Shirts and: 



(sssi 425:6639 QuickTurnaround! 

Helping your business get recognized & remembered! 


Support for your child. 
Reading, Writing, Math. 

Call (718) 369-8205 


TUTORING 

ALL SUBJECTS • ALL GRADES 
Expert Test Preparation 

(718) 434-0944 MC/VISA/AmEx 


Test Prep/Tutor 


GMAT • SCIENCE H 
ENGLISH & MATH 

All ages; 6 yrs. exp. w/ 


TUTORING 


algebra. All Boroughs. 


IN SCHOOL THIS SUMMER? 


Call (71 8) 288-5470 R2 


YOGA KIDS® 


Contact: Joan Maguire 
(718) 858-7520 

Certified: CYKF/Early 


MERCHANDISE 


Merchandise For Sale 


CERTIFIED 

DIAMONDS 


irtified Diamonds Below Wholes: 

(888) 236-7262 


ite delivery. (718) 979- 


Merchandise Wanted 


L(.)(.)K! 

OLD CLOCKS & 
WATCHES WANTED 

Highest prices paid 

212-517-8725 


TOP PRICES • ALL CASH 
CALL JOHN MARTIN 

718-843-1873 R34 


TOP CASH 

PAID 

ANTIQUES WANTED: 

silver, paintings, china, 
porcelain, jewelry, 
chandeliers, lighting, 
oriental rugs, furniture, 
ancient artifacts, etc. 

We buy entire estates. 
Clean outs. We come to you! 

(800) 530-0006 
(212) 751-0009 


PERSONAL CARE 


A-l BODY RUB 

Brooklyn’s #1 massage therapy. 
Guaranteed stress relief. 

(718) 238-7277 

all major credit cards accepted 


LOSE UNWANTED 
POUNDS EVERY WEEK 


PET SERVICES 


GLORIA’S 

DOG BEAUTY SALONS 




NYC Health Dept approved. 




0 off, FULL GROOMING, for 


Biisiness 

Services 


Attorneys 


Law Offices of Joseph M. Rizzo, P.C. 

637 Fifth Avenue (corner of 18th St.), Park Slope 

FREE PHONE CONSULTATION 

All Landlord & Tenant Matters 
Emergency Service 24 hrs / 7 days a week 

Residential & Commercial • Illegal Apt. Problems • Holdovers 
Evictions (non-payments) • Real Estate Closings 
Nuisance Tenants • Personal Injury 

(718)369-5805 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P£. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Computers 


Office 

School 


Repairs 

Training 

Internet 


Computer & Network 
Problems Solved ! 

C/jll 

u Remington Jaz Networks 

(718) 385-1685 

Free Site Survey, Estimate and Consultation 


Microsoft, Dell, Acer and Novell Certifications 
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Air Conditioning 


DAN’S NOT A LOT OF MONEYS 

ROOM AIR CONDITIONERS 

Sales • Repairs 
All Installations 
ALWAYS ON TIME / Call Til Midnight 

980-9019 

DAYS • EVES • WEEKENDS 
Free Information 
Free Estimates W40 


Architects 


AWARD WINNING LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 



To buy or not buy 


Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix Street 
Brooklyn NY 11217 

TEL (718) 596-2379 

FAX (718) 596-2579 

EMAIL felix63@aol.com 



EASTECH BATHROOMS 
& RENOVATIONS 

CERAMICS • QUARRY 
TILE • JACUZZIS 

71 8-875-1 200 


Bathtub Refinishing 


Tel: (718) 871-7677 

Fax: (718) 871-2229 R29 


We do installation 

DOOR • LOCKS • CEIUNC MOULD- 
INGS • FLOOR MOULDING & OTHER 
CARPENTRY WORK 

(718) 769-0236 R3< 

T&A Carpentry 


(718) 422-7575 


Carpet Cleaning 


A & J Carpet Co. 


dg designs'" 

more than just closets... 

www.closetsbydg.com 

tel 718.624*0328 


Timeless 

CONSTRUCTION & 
RESTORATION CORP. 

Complete interior renovatior 
specialist continuing two genera 
tions of fine craftsmanship 
Specialties include: 


(718) 979-0913 

BROOKLYN 

CONSTRUCTION 

• Master Painting • Plastering • 
Taping • Carpentry • Cement Work 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 437-4221 Mazba 
(917)478-6682 Solomon 
(718) 275-1509 


Construction II Contractors 


NYRM CONSTRUCTION CO. 


(718) 847-7233 
(718) 802-1016 


T&A Carpentry 


3 Architectural Design 
J j Interior Renovations 

Commercial 
Residential 

| Custom Renovation 
Specialist 

' Licensed & Bonded 
#0836623 
Fully Insured 

TRIUMPH 

CONSTRUCTION 

1 (917) 847-8307 


BAUEN 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 
KITCHENS • BATHS 
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS 
CARPENTRY • PAINTING 
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK 
FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 668-2063 

BUILDING OUR REPUTATION 


KNOCKOUT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS, 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 




Cabinets • Iron Work** Roof^ 
Water Proofing • Plaster • Painting 

1 (800) 926-6955 

HIL# 0838887 -INSURED 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 

Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


% 

at Work 


Fully equipped with all trades 

ELECTRICAL • PLUMBING • CARPENTRY 


TRY US FIRST!!! 

Doshen Construction Corp. 

Licensed Insured & Bonded 


MORGAN’S :§§^ 


Renovations. Also: Brick-laying, 
Painting, Carpentry, Roofing, etc. 
Lie# 1094488 

Tel: (718) 469-8165 Cell: (347) 245-7954 


Chris Mullins 
Contracting 

Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens 
Carpentry • All Renovations • Brickwork 

^7183765558^ 


General Contractor 

kitchens • baths • painting 

FREE ESTIMATES / GOOD RATES 

LICENSED If INSURED. 

Eric (718) 399-2183 


_ CONTRACTOR 

Jonathan’s Innovative 
Builders Corporation 
(718) 727-5137 


DECKS 

by Bart ll# 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 


(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


ALECTRAinc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

718-522-3893 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrican 
(718)875-6100 
(212)475-6100 


ELECTRICIAN 


✓’'V Outle 
(ft JCeilin 

Yi/Switc 
11 NO JC 


NO JOB TOO BIG/SMALL 

718-996-6588 

FREE ESTIMATES • LEAVE MESSAGE 


Petri Electric 

"ALWAYS ON THE MOVE" 
Licensed Electrical Contractor. 
Wiring for light, heat & power. 22C 
\/olt Upgrade. Intercom • Bells. 

1 (646) 739-1404 


RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 


A Norway Electric 


Licensed 

Electrician 

24/7 Emergency Service 
Serving all of Brooklyn 
Maintenance Contracts 
and Residential 
All Major Credit Cards 

10% Off First Time Customer 


USA EXTERMINATORS 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
"Safest Methods Used" 

• Termite • Flea Control • Roaches 

• Rats • Bed Bugs • Wasps • Moths 

• Bats • Hornets • Ticks • Bees • Rodent 
Proofing • Squirrels • Termite Inspections, 
FHA,VA Inspections 


718-832-0900 

$15 OFF Any Initial Visit 
$100 OFF Any Termite Treatment 


Floor Maintenance 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 

Parquet and wood floors sanded, 
repaired, installed & refinished. 

Tlle 718-720-2555 <ed R45 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


m 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Floor Maintenance 


(718) 3 
(917)466-2718 

Ask for Tony 


WOOD FLOOR 

SPECIALISTS 

Insured/Bonded 

Reasonable. Free Estimates 

718-321-0635 or 
1 -800-870-0635 R26/2622 


CALL NED 


Vallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 R33 


CALL STAN 

* Dependable, reliable 
and reasonable rates 

* Plastering & Skim Coating 

* Painting & Electrical 

* All Home Repairs 

* Sheetrock & Plumbing 

(718) 768-7802 
(347) 623-1578 


A&D Heating and 
Air Conditioning 


Home Improvement 


LASTING IMPRESSIONS 

ing, wall papering, flooring, mosaic, 


COLIN-HARRISON INC. 

TEL: (718) 434-2263 
BP: (917) 429-5053 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Kosher Kitchens 


We'll Kosher 
your kitchen 

and toivel your dishes. 

1-888-GO-KOSHER 

(888-465-6743) UFr 


Landscaping/Gardening 


“IT’S SPRING” 

Wake up Your Garden 


& 


Marilyn Manning P 

718-753-9741 R26 , 6 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


Dave’s D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 


supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


JUNIOR TRUCKING 
AND MOVING 

No job too big or too small 

Reliable • Experienced • Licensed 





TOP HAT MOVERS 

718-622-0377 • 212-722-3390 


1-2-3 

Man with Van/Truck 


Tristate Area 


Sam's Transportation 

15 Passenger Van + Mini Van 
Light Moving - All 5 Boroughs 
New Jersey, Connecticut 
and Atlantic City 

917-731-4826 L43 


Coast Wide Trucking 

Trucking & Warehousing 
Pick up and Delivery 
Same day Delivery 
Low Rates 

(718)499-0478 R28 



John Haviaras 

PAINTING 


718-921-6176 


3 JP 

Interiors 


Painting - Plastering 
Paper Hanging - Glazing 


718-522-3534 


Tfaster (Restoration 

Ornamental • Skim Coating 
Wallpaper • Custom Painting 
Stripping 

(718) 783-4868 

25 years in Park Slope R3S 




718-439-7309 



^ 266 Fifth Avenue at Garfield Place 

(718) 783-2800 


• Prestige Cabinets 

• Claremont Fine Cabinetry 


Monday 

( through 
Saturday 


— Custom granite counter tops 

— Complete tile displays including computerized tile layout I 

— Free kitchen layout and design 

— Unbelievable Quality and Incredible Prices 


Painting 


Master Painter 

EXCELLENT PAINTING 
& PAPER HANGING 

INSURED / FREE EST 

Call Simon 
718-763-3954 


OWNER OPERATED 



Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


TASOS GOFAS 

PAINTING 

Inteior/Exterior Painting 
Wallpaper, Plastering, 



Paint Removal 





/'ark c^lope Stripping 7eam 

@ 718 783-4112. 


Plastering 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 

Ornamental, run cornice mould, 
and tinted plaster. Skim coating 
& domes and vaulted ceilings. 

(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 

Ask for Fitz 


WALSH PLASTERING 

Ornamental Plaster 
Repaired <§t Restored 




FREE ESTIMATES 

Emergencies Welcome 

N ^7T8) e 336 b -4826 76 R30 



24 HOURS - 7 DAYS 
718-769-5400 
718-377-9335 u4/34 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
«S m Plumbing « sS 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Restoration 


RESTORATIONS 

Done Reasonably and Well 



718-857-3661 R43 



SUPERIOR 

ROOFING CO. 

15 3rd Ave. Bklyn, N.Y. 11209 


•Cen 


& Brick Work 

718-833-5752 

646-261-4805 


All Types Of Masonry 
All Types Of Roofing 
Rubber, Shingle, Built-Up 

” 7l 8-439-6333 "‘1 

EASTECH 

ROOFING 


718-875-1200 


Rubbish Removal 


Rubbishworks 


• Houses • Attics 
• Residential! Commerical 
•Real Estates Welcome 




(866) 884-6000 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 


Houses 
All appliai 
ALL Contrai 


w 


Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

718-369-7252 

Beeper 917-808-1560 



Roll-Off Container Service 
Gumball Rubbish Removal 

Container Sizes & Prices 

10 yd $295 + tax 
20 yd $495 + tax 
30 yd $595 + tax 

Prices reflect services for household goods 

Interior Demolition, Cleanout 


CALL ANYTIME 

718 - 230-8488 



718-659-1844 




• Shop at Home • Free Est. 

Perfect Touch Decorators 


718-263-8383 


Quality Work • Serving the 5 Boros 



Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Screens and insulated glass. ’ 
Same Day Service • Licensed & Insured 
Reasonable Rates • Emergency Service 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Window Washing 


A royal pane... in the glass. 

Treat your mom! 

Expert service - reasonable 
rates. Call now. 

(718) 748-2426 
(917) 749-1195 

PS - We clean gutters too. 


Woodwork Restorations 


The professional way to care for and 
maintain your fine architectural wood- 
work. Services offered: touch-ups - 
clean and refurbish - prepare and 
recoat - or complete refinishing. 
Recapture lost beauty and elegance ... 
showcase the fabulous woodwork 
details in your home! 

Our expert craftsman will restore your 
original doors, stairways, fretwork, win- 
dows, mantels, columns, archways, 

We are a responsible, and considerate 
restoration company dedicated to 
reclaiming the beauty of the original 
woodwork in your old house. Call us for 
a free estimate and a no obligation con- 

Restoration NEW YORK 

(718) 783-4112 
(516) 642-5375 (cell) 
www.restoreNY.com 
refinish@optonline.net R44 


Where Brooklyn 
comes together 
Every Week! 
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According to AARP’s “Top 50 Hospitals” list, 
1MYU Medical Center is New York City’s best hospital. 
(By the way, we also ranked #4 in the nation.) 


AARP just published a national survey of more than 1,300 hospitals that was 
conducted by a non-profit consumer education organization. NYU Medical 
Center was the highest-ranked hospital in New York City. We’re also # 1 in the 
nation in cardiology, infectious diseases, and pulmonary care. But what really 
makes us the best hospital in New York City is simple: We put our patients first. 


INNOVATIVE MEDICINE 



Source: AARP Modem Maturity 


(888) 7 -NYU -A/I ED • www.nyumedicalcenter.org • 550 First Avenue at 31st Street • New York, NY 10016 
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INSIDE 


PINING PACE GO 3 

Isobel charms Brooklyn Heights 

CINEMA PAGE GO 4 

Director Ken Loach’s dysfunctional films 

BROOKLYN EVENTS CALENDAR: GO 2 
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Williamsburg rooftop is hot 
venue for summer of indie flix 


By Emma Span 

for Th e Brooklyn Papers j 

I ndependent cinema is thriving on top 
of Peter’s Car Corp., an industrial 
building covered with graffiti that is 
now topped with a small movie screen. 

As the Rooftop Films manifesto says, 
“rooftops are inherently cinematic.” A vis- 
it to one of their Friday night shows, 
which start around sunset at 265 McKib- 
bin St. in Williamsburg and run through 
September, should be enough to convince 
anyone of the truth of that statement. As it 
turns out, movies and rooftops enhance 
each other. 

Rooftop Films was bom in 1997 on the 
roof of its founder, Mark Elijah Rosen- 
berg, now 27. Rosenberg began the airy 
screenings because, he says, “I wanted a 
place to show the films that my friends 
and I had made, and we didn’t like all the 
bureaucracy and fanciness of even the 
most down-to-earth festivals.” He contin- 
ues to make films when he can, including 
several that will be shown at the last 
screening of the season, on Sept. 13. The 
first year, the films were shown on the 
roof of his Manhattan apartment building. 

“I got kicked out of my apartment for 
that,” he says, “so it was natural to move 
to the expansive freedom of Brooklyn.” 

So Rooftop Films found a new home in 
eastern Williamsburg, and has grown in 
popularity every year since, growing into 



a non-profit corporation. (The $6 charge 
at the door goes to support independent, 
low-budget filmmaking in New York 
City.) Over the years the staff has also ex- 
panded, now including two co-directors. 
Park Slope native Josh Breitbart and Bed- 
ford Stuyvesant transplant Moira Griffin, 
as well as several people involved in de- 
sign and submissions, and others who 
volunteer their time to help with the 
screenings. 

Last year, their 12 screenings (compris- 
ing 85 different movies) drew 1,500 view- 
ers, and this year, according to Rosen- 



berg’s estimate, they’re on pace to attract 
even more. They will present more than 
100 films of varying lengths over the 
course of their 2002 season. Still, the 
enormous roof area makes the crowd 
seem small; the available folding chairs 
occupy less than a fourth of the space. 

The Rooftop Films program says low 
budget, and they mean it. The films tend 
towards the ultra-independent, with the 
accompanying lack of funding that entails. 
Some make the “Blair Witch Project” look 
like a glossy studio film. But that’s part of 
what makes them so appealing — these 
are personal, uninhibited movies that you 
almost certainly will never see anywhere 
else. It’s also what makes them so exactly 
suited to their unusual setting. 

The “rooftop” in Rooftop Films is sur- 
prisingly unadorned, with graffiti doodles 
here and there and folding chairs set up in 




Sky box: (Top) On July 5, the Brooklyn band 
Marmalade played prior to the Rooftop Films 
screening. Films which will be shown on this 
Williamsburg rooftop this summer include (1) 
Michael Mittelstaedt's "Smithfield Angler," (2) 
Todd Rohal's "Hillbilly Robot" and (3) Timothy 
Greenberg's "La Puppe." 


front of the modest screen. Concessions, 
from rice and beans to Twix bars, are sold 
from a folding table, as are season passes 
and — the true sign of an increasingly 

See ROOFTOP on page GO 4 


New work 

Be the first to see three new dance works, commissioned 
by Celebrate Brooklyn, which have been choreographed and 
will be performed by David Neumann and NicholasLeichter- 
Dance on Aug. 2. 

According to Celebrate Brooklyn co-producer Rachel 
Chamoff, “Each of them had admired 
each other’s work — they both 
teach at NYU — so they agreed 

“They are very physical 
dancers, two great, hand- 
some, but very different, 
dancers working on [a] 
duet,” said Chamoff. 

“David Neumann 
had done a piece 
with Laurie 
Anderson; 
he’s very col- 
laborative and 
up and com- 
ing. He crosses 
that boundary be- 
tween acting and per- 
formance.” Neumann 
(pictured) will perform 
“Appropriate Behav- 
iors” (1997) and 
‘Deep Six” (2002). 

“Nick is a very 
sexy choreographer who works a lot with very contemporary, 
stylish music,” she said. Leichter will perform “Bliss” (2002) 
and the world premiere of “Never End Part 2.” 

As choreographers-in-residence, Neumann and Leichter 
will also host a lecture-demonstration at the Prospect Park 
Picnic House (enter the park at Fifth Street and Prospect Park 
West) on July 31 at 7:30 pm to share the techniques used in 
creating their new works. 

The Aug. 2 performance will be at 7:30 pm at the 
Prospect Park Band Shell (Prospect Park West and Ninth 
Street). Admission is $3. For more information, call (718) 
855-7882 ext. 45. — Lisa J. Curtis 




ART 


Street fight 

Arts organization creates 
an exhibit in DUMBO born 
out of one harrowing night 

By Lisa J. Curtis 

The Brooklyn Papers 

I f you’re a woman walking down the street in Brooklyn, 
it’s likely you have been or will be on the receiving end of 
catcalls, men shouting remarks about the way you look. 
While some of these comments may sound complimentary 
or possibly one-liners for the amusement of other men stand- 
ing around in a group, men and women don’t take away the 
same meanings from these interactions. 

In fact, most women feel threatened. 

That was the case for Jenga Mwendo as she walked 
through Crown Heights to 
Bedford-Stuyvesant last July. 

The experience was so har- 
rowing for Mwendo that she 
fired off an angry e-mail to 
her colleagues at Red Clay 
Arts, a Clinton Hill non-profit 
arts organization, with this 
suggestion: “We could open 
an exhibit where a man could 
walk through alone, and hear 
[catcalls] while the eyes of 
men leer at [him] from the 

At BRIC Studio in Febru- 
ary, the “Red Clay Arts In 
Studio Series: Practicum” un- 
veiled “Cat Calls,” a multime- 
dia installation exploring the 
what, where, when and whys 
of catcalls — an answer to 
Mwendo’s e-mail. The event 
was so successful that plans are now in the works for an ex- 
panded version of the show, which includes an art installation, 
poetry, theater, school programs and dance, which will go on 

In the meantime, Brooklynites can feast their eyes and ears 
on the latest version of “Cat Calls” at Smack Mellon Studios 
in DUMBO on July 27. 

Curated by Mwendo, the exhibit “examines the phenome- 
non as a living environment, seeking to gauge its effects on 
women and young girls and to expose men to catcalling from 
a female perspective.” 

The exhibit includes a “Walk of Shame,” a type of hallway 
with projected images of leering men who stare, tick their tips 
and mouth profanities as the viewer walks through. 

“Empathy isn’t something you can learn by reading,” said 
Mwendo. “You have to experience it.” 

The “Talking Heads Panel Discussion” is a series of pre- 
recorded interviews edited to simulate an actual live discus- 
See ABUSE on page GO 2 


“How are we 
supposed to 
know who’s 
a nice guy 

and who’s going 
to rape me?” 

— Jenga Mwendo, 
curator of 
“Cat Calls ” 



• Banquet Room Available for Holiday Parties 

• Enclosed Sidewalk Cafe • Full Mahogany Bar 

• Live Piano - Wed, Fri & Sat eves • Fine Wine List 


4 . 


345 Court Street (at Union Street) 718-852-5015 

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner • Free Valet Parking • EXJ9HE 
Visit our website www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com 


What's the best thing 
to happen to Monday 
Nights in Brooklyn? 


MONDAY NIGHT 
DINNER AT COPPER 


copraR«ffl» 


243 Degraw Street (corner Clinton) 
isiiFJFTn • Restaurant • Catering • (718) 797-2017 


Have an 

Y ^ Unforgettable Evening 

oolli?er with our 



Tuna Tartar 
Appetizer 

Tartar of Freshly Marinated 
Sushi-Quality Tuna; 
Layered with Sesame-Seed 
Toasted Phyllo Chips; 
Served with a Sauce of Ginger, 
Rice Vinegar & Crime Fraiche. 


Gage & Tollner 

Brooklyn’s Famous Landmark Restaurant (Established 1879) 

Proudly Serving Patrons Under 
The Gas-Lit Chandeliers for The Past 123 Years 


372 Fulton St. (off Jay St.) (718) 875-5181 

Downtown Brooklyn 

Complimentary Valet Parking • www.gageandtollner.com 
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Room 


Restaurant 

C^XSc&) 

Oyster Bar 
Garden Dining 

Available for Private Functions 

8201 Third Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 
Tel: 71 8.833.6666 Fax: 71 8.680.41 72 



Established 1935 

7117 13th Ave. 
232-5226* 232-2820 


memo 


ITALIAN 

RESTAURANT 


Free Order of Garlic Sticks 


Vw Complimentary Glass of Wine 


Complete Special Dinners 

Appetizer, pasta, main course, dessert & coffee f 

Home of the Original Brick Oven Pizza 

We deliver 7 days a week 
Sun.-Thurs. 12-1 1pm • Fri. & Sat. 12- 1am 

All major credit cards accepted. Visit us at romanorestaurant.corr 


SmallTownBrooklyn.com 



F Movies and Music 
Under the Stars! 


Find out where and when in 
SmallTown Brooklyn's Calendars. 

Lisa&Bob@Sinairr(mn Brooklyn. com 
(718) 222-8209 


‘EfeyantCy CasuaC- 9\[ot Stuffy 


Serving your Family & Friends si 





Park in our private lot J 

Pastry & Espresso? J 

Visit our 

Pastry Shoppe I 


2929 Avenue R (at Nostrand Ave.) • (718) 998-7851 
www.michaelsofbrooklyn.com* HIH© 



SENECA SMOKES 


Tax Free Discount Cigarettes 

Cartons start at just $11 

All major brands plus many value brands. 

Full line of chew, cigars, snuff and pipe tobacco. 

Call Toll Free 1-877-234-2447 

Or visit our website at: 

www.senecasmokes.com 
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ABUSE... 


Continued from page GO 1 


sion, represented by a five- 
monitor display. The panelists 
— men, women and teens 
from the Lower East Side 
Girls Club — discuss why 
men catcall and how it affects 


women. 

There is also a new dance 
work, “Women Navigating 
Through Space” by Kwame 
Ross, the founder and artistic 
director of Prophecy Dance 
Theater and associate artistic 
director of Urban Bush 
Women. Ross’ work details a 
woman’s journey through her 
daily life. 

In addition, performance 
artist Liza Jesse Peterson will 
read her provocative “Ice 
Cream” poem live, and actors 
will perform a humorous skit 
recreating various catcalling 
scenarios written and directed 
by Aminisha Ferdinand. The 
skit incorporates her first-hand 
experience with daily catcalls 
on the streets of New York. 

“We jotted down a list of 
scenarios — catcalls from 
across the street or from a car 
or walking past a group of 
men — and we gave those to 
Aminisha,” said Mwendo. 

“She took them to 

the next level. It’s 
hilarious. When 
you take some- 
thing so seriously, 
you see how idiot- 

that was [Execu- 
tive Director] Elis- 
sa Blount’s idea.” 

Mwendo ex- 
plained that the ex- 
hibit is “unconventional” in its 
subject matter as well as its 
setup. There are no chairs in 
the Smack Mellon space. The 
exhibit is open to be explored 
and the dance, DJ b. rett’s spin- 
ning and theater piece will 
happen when they happen — 
spontaneous happenings. 

Blount explained that her or- 
ganization’s “whole mission is 
to expose vanguard art and art 
on the cutting edge. We’re par- 
ticularly focused on new media 
and visual arts. We give a plat- 


Confronting her fears: Red Clay Arts will screen Maggie 
Hadleigh-West's documentary "War Zone," in which the 
filmmaker walked the streets with her camera, filming cat- 
calls she received. Courtesty of Film Fatale 


form to stuff that is not repre- 
sented in mainstream places 
like a museum. It’s work that is 
usually marginalized. 

“‘Cat Calls’ is a perfect ex- 
pression of that kind of art,” 
said Blount. “You don’t think 
of an everyday experience in 
an artistic context.” She ex- 
plained that when Red Clay 
first unveiled “Cat Calls” in 
February, they didn't have 
plans — artistically or finan- 
cially — to expand it into a 


Sunday, July 28. For 
ackmefion.org on thi 


large, traveling exhibition. 
Now the organization has to 
raise considerable additional 
funds to expand the show and 
to take it to a wider audience. 

“A lot of the element is 
technology driven,” said 
Mwendo. “We need up-to-date 
computer and video equipment 
and video editing services. It’s 
a pricey exhibition.” 

But that won’t slow Red 
Clay’s mission to bring the 
show to new locations. Next 
year, “Cat Calls” will travel to 


the Ashe Contemporary Arts 
Center in New Orleans. 

“Jenga was able to tap into 
something every human has 
experienced on one level or an- 
other — or at least witnessed,” 
said Blount. 

“We’re kind of reacting to 
the success of the show. We’re 
making that the centerpiece for 

In brainstorming ideas for 
outreach components of the 
show, the curators had business 
cards printed, “so whenever [a 
woman] is catcalled, she can 
give the man a card,” said 
Mwendo. “And the phone num- 
ber on the card is the number at 
Red Clay Arts that will explain: 
if you got this card, you did one 
of three things . . . The voicemail 
will be ready by July 27th.” 

Another new outreach com- 
ponent was an online survey 
and questionnaire. Mwendo said 
they would post the results at 
the show “in a creative way.” 

The doors open at 6 pm, 
with a screening of Maggie 
Hadleigh-West’s 1998 docu- 
mentary “War Zone.” Had- 
leigh-West was grappling with 
catcalls for seven years, and 
her answer was to turn her 
camera on the men who were 
harassing her. Her film about 
“street abuse” premiered at the 
Berlin International Film Festi- 
val and had a run at Film Fo- 
rum in Manhattan. 



You talkin' to me?: Red Clay Arts curator Jenga Mwendo (left) and executive director 
Elissa Blount, with videotaped interviews of men and women sharing their perspectives 
on catcalls, in the Red Clay offices at 334 Grand Ave. The Brooklyn Papers / Greg Mango 


Because of these varied ele- 
ments of the show, including 
school outreach and the “con- 
scious effort to not be heavy- 
handed and preachy,” Blount 
said she hopes the show “will 
spark communication among the 
genders. It’s almost sociological 
the impact it could have.” 

Even a simple list hung on a 
wall proved to be an eye-opener. 

“One of the elements of the 
February show was a log,” said 
Mwendo. “During one week, I 
wrote where, when and what 
catcalls were said to me. It was 
posted on the wall — this long, 
long list. Women know, but 
during the Q&A, a man stood 
up and said, ‘I didn’t under- 


stand the volume.’ 

“One of the men who stood 
up brought up that he gained a 
sense of responsibility — he 
should tell other men why it’s 
wrong, why they shouldn’t 
treat women that way or why 
it’s disrespectful. They think 
they’re telling you that you 
have a nice ass and you should 
be happy. 

“But how are we supposed to 
know who’s a nice guy and 
who’s going to rape me?” asked 
Mwendo. “These are complete 
strangers. There is a threat of vi- 
olence that underlies these ran- 
dom street interactions.” 

“Cat Calls” is a response to 
the angry, exasperated e-mail 


Mwendo sent to her colleagues 
a year ago. Underlying the 
show’s components are a bill of 
rights — a challenge to the ex- 
hibit visitors and society at 
large — which she set forth in 
her e-mail. 

“I would like to give and re- 
ceive respect from all men, re- 
gardless of their age or looks 
or marital status,” wrote 
Mwendo. “I would like to feel 
safe no matter what time of 
day I walk in the street. I 
would like my sex not to be a 
danger to me. I would like men 
to stop acting as though they 
cannot control themselves, to 
stop blaming women for turn- 
ing them on.” 


Where To 6 & Susan Rosenthal 



to 12. 1 to 3 pm. 450 Flatbush 
Ave. (718) 399-7339. 

PLAY: Neighborhood Theater for 

SSS^liSagTs 

to 9. $5. 2 and 4 pm. St. Mary 
Star of the Sea Parish Hall, 467 
Court St. (718) 522-0337. 
FAMILY THEATER: "Alice in 
Wonderland." $12 for all ages. 
4 and 8 pm. Church of Getnse- 
mane, 1012 Eighth Ave. (718) 
670-7205. 


CIRCUS: Clyde Beatty and Cole 
Bros. Circus returns to Marine 
Park. 1:30, 5 and 8 pm. See 
Thurs., July 25. 

FLAX FEST: Lefferts Homestead 
invites kids to harvest this year's 
flax crop. 2 and 3 pm. Flatbush 
Avenue and Lefferts Boulevard. 
(718) 789-2822. Free. 

PUPPETWORKS: "Pinnochio." $7, 
$6 children. 12:30 pm. 338 
Sixth Ave. Reservations sug- 
gested. (718) 965-3391. 

OTHER 

BAMCINEMATEK: The films of 
StrTnge^'wrtodH^^l 


4:30, 6:50 and 9:10 pm. $9. 30 
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 

BROOKLYN CYCLONES: The 
home team plays the Batavia 
Muckdogs. 6 pm. Call for ticket 
information. Surf Avenue 
between 17th and 19th streets. 
(718) 449-8497. 


Suw, July 28 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 


WILD FOODGWildman Steve Brill 
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lwo timer 

Tintos owner scraps the tapas 
for French-Mediterranean 
menu in Henry St.s new Isobel 



m 3 


DINING 


L ive can be lovelier the second time 
around. The same can be said for 
careers and even restaurants. Take 
Isobel, a new French-Mediterranean 
restaurant that opened in Brooklyn 
Heights early this June replacing Tinto, 
a short-lived tapas bar and restaurant. 

Tinto had a great location on pretty 
Henry Street and talented sous chef 
Tony Raggiri, but tapas-style cuisine 
had seen its moment in the sun. Kevin 
Epstein, who owned Tinto and is now 
teamed with Ben Weiner (his daughter 
is Isobel), gave the space a makeover, 
revamping the former restaurant’s 
bright tiles and flashy colors into a 
cooler, more elegant “bistro by way of 
tavema” decor. 

The walls are now painted a soft 
ecru. Simple pewter chandeliers illu- 
minate the rooms. Tables are crafted of 
rustic wood and the comfortable ban- 
quettes, seating about 75, are covered 
in soft, brown leather. 

Given the opportunity to invent the 
menu, Raggiri, now the restaurant’s 
executive chef, created dishes based 
on his childhood in Marseille and his 
training in restaurants throughout 


France and the Mediterranean. His 
menu includes many of the French 
classics you'd expect to find: pan- 
seared foie gras, charcuterie platters of 
assorted meats and cheeses, and a rich 
chocolate mousse. 

For carnivores there are entrees of 
roasted chicken, a football-sized pork 
chop and filet mignon in a rich merlot 

The menu emphasizes seafood with 
a raw bar, a delightful ceviche appetiz- 
er (raw fish marinated in lime or other 
citrus juice, the acid of which “cooks” 
the fish and firms the flesh, which is 
then served cold) and three fish en- 
trees. When it comes to seafood — 
simplicity reigns in Raggiri’s kitchen. 
And, that is how it should be. 

Start with a half-dozen Prince Ed- 
ward Island oysters from the raw bar. 
Served over ice, the oysters are one part 
steely mineral tang and one part salty 
ocean wave. A squirt of lemon or a 
quick dip in the searingly hot house- 
made cocktail sauce and it’s easy to for- 
get that it is 100 faint-inducing degrees 
outside the restaurant’s door. 

Ceviche is another refreshing first 
course for a blisteringly hot evening. I 
was served fluke, a sweet, mildly fla- 
vored fish in four palette teasing sauces: 


l.t '»fiT 



Mediterranean makeover: (Top left) The lounge at Isobel restaurant, 60 
Henry St. on Friday. (Top) Shirliey Fung serves the ceviche appetizer and 
endive salad. (Bottom, left to right) Neill Seltzer, executive chef Tony Rag- 
giri, sous chef Jaime Suarez and Frank Vellutini at the raw bar. bp / Greg Mango 


marinated in com, tequila and lemon 
juice with the surprise of tiny bits of 
jalapeno peppers; a pungent Asian-in- 
spired soy sauce flavored with fresh dill, 
thin slivers of cucumber and lime; a 
creamy Mexican rendition with avoca- 
do, crisp com kernels, chipotle pepper, 
lemon and lime juices; and a delicate 
sauce of roasted tomato, red onion, 
peppers, garlic and lemon juice. 

Beef carpaccio, paper-thin slices of 


raw beef fanned over a plate like 
flower petals was splashed with a gin- 
ger and blood orange emulsion made 
tangy with lemon juice. Sections of 
blood oranges dotted the top of the 
beef slices and a healthy dose of 
freshly ground black pepper gave the 
dish a little heat. 

I have not stopped raving about 
Raggiri’s striped bass. The fish is first 
pan seared, then briefly roasted in the 


Isobel (60 Henry St. between 
Cranberry and Oranqe streets) ac- 
cepts Visa, MasterCard and American 
Express. Dinner entrees: $16-$24. Iso- 
bel is also open for brunch Saturdays 
and Sundays, from 1 1 am to 3 pm. For 
reservations, call (718) 243-2010. 


oven. The result is a velvety, moist, 
big-flavored piece of fish with a sat- 
isfying, crunchy cmst. The fillet is 
served over well cooked — not near- 
ly raw as they’re often served — 
baby carrots, tiny zucchini and a few 
peas for color. Small morel mush- 
rooms are sauteed and scattered over 
the fish imparting a woodsy, smoky 
note to the dish. Raggiri’s sauce, 
slightly tart and creamy, is a simple 
reduction of shallots, mushroom 
stock and just a touch of creme 
ffaiche. It is an utterly beguiling dish. 

The Moroccan vegetable trio — 
couscous lighdy flavored with lemon 
zest, mint and cumin; a mildly sea- 
soned (not spicy as stated on the 
menu) ratatouille of eggplant, zucchi- 
ni, tomatoes and peppers; and a pretty 
vegetable terrine layered with carrots, 
cauliflower, peppers and broccoli is 
an attractive trio on the plate and 
won’t weigh you down on a hot 
evening, but comparing its mild fla- 
vors to the “wow”-inducing taste of 
that striped bass is like comparing 
Amy Grant to Janis Joplin. 

For dessert, order the summer pud- 
ding, which resembles a whimsical 
little party hat — all frills of whipped 
creme fraiche and ruby-colored 
berries. Raggiri dips slices of brioche 
into blueberry coulis (pureed berries), 
then layers the slices with raspberries, 
tiny wild strawberries and blueberries. 
The brioche is moist from the coulis 
and sweetened by the berries. 

Chocolate mousse is rich to the ex- 
treme — its cocoa taste deepened by 
the addition of mango. There is also a 
selection of four cheeses, a chocolate 
lover’s cake, gelatos and sorbets in 
summery fruit flavors and a feather- 
light espresso panna cotta in an al- 
mond milk sauce. 

Hire charming waitresses who 
know every ingredient in every dish 
and can recommend wines from the 
large international selection of reason- 
ably priced bottles; offer a setting that 
encourages diners to linger and serve 
dishes as heart thumpingly delicious 
as that striped bass. That is the formu- 
la that makes dining at Isobel so love- 
ly — the very first time around. 


and fee. (914) 835-2153. 

ON THE J TRAIN: NY Transit 
Museum offers a daylong tou 

followed* by a walk through 




msburg. $25, $20 


HANGOVER HELPER: Halcyon 


Shakespeare Company per- 
forms "Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern are Dead." $5 

ance is free. 2 pm. St. Francis 
College, 180 Remsen St. (718) 
398-0546. 

BARGEMUSIC: Chamber music 
program of Bartok, Debussy 
and Dvorak. $35. 4 pm. Fulton 
Ferry Landing. (718) 624-2083. 

BROOKLYN LYCEUM: a one-act 
play about love, "Love, the 

, , -a eaS e." $8. 7 pm. 227 

e. (718)857-4816. 


Happy Di 


er presents The Haoles, in 



Just a short walk from 
BAM & Park Slope 

OR 

BY BUS: From Downtown Bklyn - B38 from Fulton 
Mall / From Park Slope - B69 from 8th Ave. 

BY TRAIN: N, M, R, Q to DeKalb Ave. / G to Fulton 
St. / A to Lafayette Ave. 


Eighth Avenue and 14th Streel 
(718) 768-1453. 

OUTDOOR THEATER: Lite 

GozzLs "The King Stag." 2 anc 
Park SeTsat., Jul^27. r ° SPeCt 

CHILDREN 

WYCKOFF HOUSE: Kids learn 
what Dutch Colonial settlers 


near Van Brunt Street. (718) 
625-7734. Free. 

PUPPETWORKS: "Pinnochio." 12:30 
pm. See Sat., July 27. 
PROSPECT PARK ZOO: "Life 
Underground" invites partici- 

mals prefer living underground. 

pet that pops-up from a^tunnel. 
1 to 3 pm. See Sat., July 27. 
CIRCUS: Clyde Beatty and Cole 

Park! 1:30. 5 and 8 pm. See 
Thurs., July 25. 

FAMILY THEATER: "Alice in Wonder- 
land." 5 pm. See Sat., July 27. 

OTHER 

BLOOD DRIVE: at St. Francis 


9 am to 2:30 pm. 52 Presiden 
St. (800) 933-BLOOD. 
BAMCINEMATEK: The films of 

Strange Mr. Victor" (1938). 2, 
4:30, 6:50 and 9:10 pm. $9. 3( 
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 

SALT MARSH NATURE CENTER: 


Avenue between 17th and 19th 
streets. (718) 449-8497. 
BAMCINEMATEK: The films of 

WomanbTove" (195?)'. 4-30, 
6:50 and 9:10 pm. $9. 30 
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 
BROOKLYN AUTHORS: Park 
Slope Food Co-op Deborah 

Get Your Book Published." Light 

Montauk^lub, 6 ^ 6 EighthAve. 6 
(718) 638-0800. Free. 

READING REHEARSAL: Brooklyn 

^hSn^d1n^s°ama te 
teur, student, retired and semi- 
in. Tonight: Symphony #8^ 7:30 

Lutheran Church, 125 Henry St. 
(718) 852-0677. Free. 
SHAKESPEARE DAY CAMP: Kings 
County Shakespeare Company 
insts "You Gotta Have Bard!" at 

bat, storytelling, 
e. Children 8 to 

ad to sign up. 10 am 

to 2 pm. $175 per week, 
enroll. (7 


LIST YOUR EVENT... 


possible. Send your listing by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Papers, 
26 Court St., Ste. 506, Brooklyn, NY 11242; or by fax: (718) 834-9278. 


CONCERT IN THE PARK: Li 


Street. Call for me 
238-6044. Free. 
SUPPORT GROUP: Mothers 
Multiples. 8 to 10 pr 


1 to 10 pm. M 


required. (212) 363-8940. Free. 

DAY CAMP: Pieter Claesen 
Wyckoff House Museum hosts 
a three-day camp. $135. 8:30 
am to 3:30 pm. 5816 Claren- 
don Road. (718) 629-5400. 

LIBRARY PROGRAM: Brooklyn 


Pumpkins, 1448 Nostrand Ave. 
(718) 284-9086. 

MEDITATION WORKSHOP: Learn 
sahaja yoga. 7 pm. 522A Court 
St. (718)833-5751. Free. 
CELEBRATE BROOKLYN: pres- 

Nicholas Leichter, who will hold 

demonstration^7:30 e pm re 
Prospect Park picnic nouse, 
Fifth Street and Prospect Park 
West. (718) 965-8999. Free. 

NY PHILHARMONIC: Works by 



30 



ages welcome. 3 pm. 3302 
Ave. U. (718) 421-2021. Free. 
BROOKLYN CYCLONES: play 
Batavia Muckdogs. 5 pm. Call 


streets. (718) 449-8497. 


Restaurant “ Bar - Lounge 

Serving Latin and Caribbean Cuisine 


i "Gosford Park." 
Noon and b pm. 180 Remsen 
St. (718) 489-5272. Free. 
BAMCINEMATEK: The films of 
Jean Gremillon. Today: "A 
Woman's Love." 4:30, 6:50 and 
9:10 pm. See Mon, July 29. 

IN THE GARDEN: Spoke the Hub 


between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues. (718) 857-5158. Free. 
GENERAL MEETING: Park Slope 
Food Co-op holds its monthly 


0560. 

DIET FOR DEPRESSION: hosted 
hv Park since Food Co-op. 

“ ■ an St. (718) 


LUNCHTIME MUSIC SERIES: 

Markowitz weekly music series. 
Today: Red Rube performs 
Latin ska. Noon. Borough Hall 
Plaza. (718) 802-3832. Free. 
MOVIE NIGHT: Carroll Park hosts 
feature film "Norma Rae." 8:45 
pm. Carroll and Court streets. 
(718) 855-6975. Free. 
BAMCINEMATEK: The films of 
Jean Gremillon. Today: "Maldone" 
(1928). Live piano accompani- 
ment. $9. 7 pm. 30 Lafayette 
Ave. (718) 636-4100. 


Little Anthony and the Ir 


Noon to 2 pm. MetrotecP, cor- 
ner of Flatbush and Myrtle 
avenues. (718) 636-4100. Free. 
BROOKLYN CYCLONES: pi 


rs. 7 pm. Ca 
tion. Surf Av 


(Oneonta Tigers 


est" (1959). 7:30 pr 
Prospect Park Band shell, h 
Street and Prospect Park V 
(718) 965-8999. Free. 
SEASIDE CONCERT: Borough 


. :30 pm. 

622-0560. Free. 


The School at the 

MARK MORRIS DANCE CENTER 


Teen Workshop 

This week-long "intensive" for ages 1 2 - 1 6 will feature 
instruction in dance, music, writing, and acting. Taught 
by Duane Cyrus and Aleijuan King, the workshop 
will conclude with a theatrical production created 
and performed by the participants. 

August 5 - 9, 1 0:30am to 2:30pm 



Parking is available. Dine in or take out. 

DON’T MISS THESE WEEKDAY SPECIALS! 

C0MJ)S Qp£££M ML 

301 Graham Avenue (cor. Ainslie St.) KfctMltKftgilKia 

Williamsburg • SiOITi • Open 7 days 11 am- 11pm 


Seniors: 15% Discount 




LICHEE tS 


D-E-L-l-C-l-O-U-S 

Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition 


* Fast Free Delivery 162 
» Open 7 Days a Week 

• Party Orders Welcome ^ 


We Only Use Vegetable Oil 
Natural Cooking 
and Fresh Vegetables 


A\’ i< ’ aCa »Z; 
Sushi *18" 


£ 

3 




:at-in only • includes soda 
lunch & dinner 


“7 




Sushi Bar & Fine Japanese Cuisine 

Parties catered on & off j 

78 Clark St at Henry St ■ Brooklyn Heights 
Free Delivery - SlOmin ■ HiE ■ (718) 625-9893 

Lunch: Mon-Sat 11am-3pm; Dinner: Mon-Sat 4:30-1 1 :30pm; Sunday: 11:30am-11pm 



Our experienced Sushi Chef 
prepares the freshest Sushi 

. M Combination Teriyaki & Tempura Available 

A light, healthy meal for the entire family. 

236 7th Ave ■(bet 4th & 5th Sts.) 

(7181 499-7856 

Continuously serving lunch and dinner 

Mon. - Sat. Noon - 10:30pm, Sun. 5pm - 10:30pm 

FREE DELIVERY » Catering Available ■ Ma j or Credit Cards 


flfcfY 


1 


Louisiana • Southern 
Carribean 

SEAFOOD 

Dinner: Wed-Sun 5-11:30 _■ _ jA ^ 

Brunch: Sun 11:30-3:30 I 

• fmt A 

Two Steps Down 


M0-8&Y 

(Lavibbe.an ^>euL Cuisine St 'Bakevy 

“favorite restaurant” 


- Judge Glenda Hatchett 


112 DeKalb Ave. M-ThuT^t-.tpn 

(718)246-2800 


Park Slope Jewish Center 

presents 

a most unusual concert/coffee house with exceptional talent 

'ffU JiaoU" 

with a repertoire of cleverly arranged pop that 
spans 70 years, the Haoles play an eclectic blend 
of jazz, Latin and tropical sounds, flavored with 
beautiful Hawaiian melodies 


Sunday, July 28 in the shul’s sideyard from 7:00 to 9:00 pm 
Admission is $3 per person and is open to the public 

PSJC, Park Slope's Egalitarian, swingin' shul 
is located at 8th Avenue and 14th Street 
For more info - 718/768-1453 

Come to the PSJC Open House -Sunday, August 25 
from 10 :00 to 3:00 - Take a look at our beautiful old 
building which is both on the NY State and National 
Register of Historic Places. Meet our Rabbi, Carie Carter 
and our Hebrew School Principal, Karen Feit 

Refreshments will be served 


Customize 
your fee finys. . . 



Collezione My Philosophy 

bracelets in sterling silver 
or gold with diamonds. 
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Keeping it real 

Nine features by socially conscious Brit 
filmmaker Ken Loach get screenings at BAM 


By Marian Masone 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

K en Loach, famed documenter of the 
British working class, has spent his ca- 
reer making radical films that examine 
all aspects of the British social system, from 
government agencies to the economic strata 
in which people live their lives. 

Some of his most celebrated and award- 
winning films will screen at BAMcine- 
matekAug. 2-18. 

Loach started his career in 1964, in 
British television working on a popular po- 
lice series as well as “The Wednesday 
Play,” a provocative anthology series that 
he created. The bureaucracy of the medi- 
um got to him, and in 1967, he made his 
first feature film, “Poor Cow.” 

And it’s been pretty much all fiction 
films since then, with the exception of the 
period of Thatcherism (pretty much the en- 
tire 1980s) when he made a number of 
documentaries addressing both political 
and social issues. 

But Loach’s power as a filmmaker lies in 
the feature films and that is where the BAM 
series will focus. His features are touching- 
ly, movingly realistic. They recall the cine- 
ma verite documentaries of such ’60s icons 
as Richard Leacock and the Maysles Broth- 
ers — he gets that close to his subjects. But 
since these films are fiction, they more 
closely resemble the Neorealist movement 
of post-World War II Italian cinema. 

The three early films being shown are 
classic Loach, focusing mainly on relation- 
ships, all of them dysfunctional. ‘Poor Cow” 
has a great sense of the time in which it was 
made. The soundtrack is by Donovan, and 
the main character, Joy, resembles Lynn Red- 
grave's mod young woman trying to live the 
good life in “Georgy Girl” (1966). Joy, how- 
ever, is giving birth as the film opens and 
Tom (John Bindon), the father, doesn't even 


CINEMA 


ture Films of Ken Loach" at BAM Rose Cin- 
emas (30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene) Aug. 2-18. Tickets are $9, $6 
seniors, children under 12 and students 
with a valid ID (Mondays through Thurs- 
days). For a schedule of dates and screen- 

call (71 8^ 636-Amo! am '° r9 ° n e e or 


bother to show up at the hospital. When Tom 
winds up in jail for trying to steal a car, Joy 
takes up with his friend Dave, played by a 
young and beautiful Terence Stamp (‘The 
Collector,” “Priscilla Queen of the Desert”), 
who also eventually lands in the slammer. 

(For his 1999 film, “The Limey,” starring 
Stamp, director Steven Soderbergh bought 
the rights to “Poor Cow” so he could splice 
in scenes of the 30-years-younger Stamp 
for flashback sequences. “The Limey” will 
be shown at BAM Aug. 7.) 

Joy tries to make a go of it alone — she 
does have a son to support — working in 
a pub, then trying her hand at modeling, 
where it seems she has to model under- 
wear for creepy guys with cameras. When 
Tom comes back into her life, he beats her 
as he did before, but she’s unable to get rid 
of him. (“He won’t leave me,” she tells a 
friend.) It’s difficult, if not impossible, for 
her to conceive of the idea of living alone. 
She admits she’s scared to be on her own. 
“All you need is a man, a baby, a couple of 
nice rooms to live in,” Joy says. This is 
what she’s been raised to think — hell, it’s 
what most girls were raised to think at the 
time. Why should Joy be any different? 

Loach shoots it all with a documentari- 
an’s hand — he’s like a fly on the wall. We 
don’t need bells and whistles to be moved 
by her plight. 

“Kes” (1969) follows an alienated boy 


as he tries to make his way through his teen 
years. Fourteen-year-old Billy gets into 
trouble with the law and with his school, 
and his family has no idea how to deal with 
him, nor any desire to figure out how to 
help him. He finds salvation himself, in the 
form of a small, wild falcon, a kestrel. Here 
again Loach uses a stark realism mixed 
with genuine warmth to focus on the tra- 
vails of the working class. 

"Family Life” (1971) draws a stark por- 
trait of a daughter in the process of mental 
collapse. It plays like a case history: Janice is 
an ordinary young woman with just a bit of 
the rebel in her. Her parents see it as some- 
thing to be psychologically driven out of her, 
and so they send her to a mental institution. 
This is not as bad as it sounds — while she is 
under the care of a compassionate therapist 

When he is tossed from the hospital, 
however, Janice undergoes shock treat- 
ment and more. Instead of coming out of 
her malaise, she spirals deeper and deeper 
into mental breakdown. Here Loach uses 
many non-professional actors, as well as a 
real therapist as he indicts the medical 
community's inability to accept new ways 
of dealing with mental illness. 

While one is hard pressed to find opti- 
mistic moments in Loach’s early work (al- 
though, they do exist), once he started feature 
filmmaking again in the 1990s, optimism 
found its way into his films. (Maybe it was 
the departure of Margaret Thatcher.) While 
the plot of “Raining Stones” (1993) re- 
volves around the unemployed Bob’s at- 
tempts to get his daughter the communion 
dress she dreams of (and getting into bed 
with an oily loan shark in the process), the 
film is actually a celebration of the dignity of 
the working classes of the north of England. 
And there is humor, as well: every plan of 
Bob's to get cash seems to fail. (He steals 
sheep, but can’t sell them.) Here Loach ex- 
poses us to the whole person — warts, wit. 



Rare moo-vie: "The Feature Films of Ken Loach" series at BAMcinematek 
opens Aug. 2 with "Poor Cow" (1967), the filmmaker's rarely screened first 
feature. photofest 


warmth and all. 

And there’s humor to be found in “Riff- 
Raff’ (1991), which stars Robert Carlyle 
(“Trainspotting,” “The Full Monty”) as a 
Glaswegian construction worker who, along 
with his working class English and West In- 
dian immigrant co-workers, discover the 
somber realities of their lives and loves while 
toiling in a slapstick-like work site. 

Loach also got very prolific — he fol- 
lowed “Raining Stones” up with “Lady- 
bird, Ladybird,” a heartbreaking film 
based on a true story. Crissy Rock won a 
best actress award at the Berlin Film Festi- 


val in 1994 for her portrait of a mother 
who loves her children, but can’t manage 
to keep them. The welfare system takes 
them away from her when she leaves them 
locked at home to go for a job and a fire 
breaks out in the building. Maggie is no 
saint, but the system seems designed to 
keep her in her wretched place. And her 
own emotional instability leads her to lash 
out in a rage at the system as well as Jorge, 
the one boyfriend who seems to have a 
positive impact on her. Loach’s take on 
most governmental and social systems is 
that they seem intent on punishing instead 


of improving people and their fives. 

“My Name is Joe” (1998) is another 
view of people struggling within the sys- 
tem, but here the struggle is an internal 
one. Joe is a recovering alcoholic, and he 
is well on the way to changing his life — 
he coaches a losing, but energetic, soccer 
team, takes Liam, a young former junkie, 
under his wing, and he meets and ro- 
mances a middle class health care worker. 
But when trouble brews for his young 
charge, Joe risks his relationship, as well 
as his own recovery, when he offers to 
work for Liam’s former dealer. These 
characters know how the system works 
and what they need to do to save them- 
selves; Joe’s problem is his own generosi- 
ty of spirit in trying to take care of all 
those around him and neglecting himself. 

Last month, the 66-year-old Loach re- 
ceived the Irene Diamond Lifetime 
Achievement Award by the Human Rights 
Watch International Film Festival for his 
work chronicling the pains and rewards of 
the working class, but his films have been 
gamering accolades for years. Five of the 
films shown in the series — “Kes,” “Rain- 
ing Stones,” “Ladybird, Ladybird,” the 
Spanish Civil War epic “Land and Free- 
dom” (1995) and “My Name is Joe” — 
were shown in the New York Film Festival 
the years of their release. 

Awards from international festivals 
have always been plentiful for Loach — in 
addition to actress Rock’s award in Berlin, 
Glaswegian actor Peter Mullan of “My 
Name is Joe” received the Best Actor 
award in Cannes in ’98, and that festival 
awarded its Special Jury Prize to “Raining 
Stones” in ’93 and to “Hidden Agenda” 
in ’90. The controversial “Hidden Agen- 
da” addresses the “troubles” in Northern 
Ireland, and is one of the few Loach films 
to boast an almost all-star cast: Frances 
McDormand, Brian Cox and Brad Dourif. 

And the recognition hasn’t stopped with 
the films in BAM’s series. “Sweet Six- 
teen,” his latest film, took home the best 
screenplay award at Cannes in May. 

These important works get only rare 
screenings in New York. (The Film Soci- 
ety of Lincoln Center presented a retro- 
spective back in 1993.) The BAM series 
presents an opportunity to see the work of 
a compassionate filmmaker completely in 
touch with real people. 

Marian Masone is the associate director 
of programming for the Film Society of Lin- 
coln Center and chief curator of The New 
York Video Festival also at Lincoln Center. 
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Continued from page GO 1 
successful enterprise — $12 T-shirts 
with the tasteful Rooftop Films logo. 

The setting’s main attraction, of 
course, is the view from six stories up 
— especially on a balmy summer night, 
with the sky and the city fights both 
glowing. You can look out over a vast 
expanse of Brooklyn in all directions, 
catch teasing glimpses of the Manhattan 
skyline and look into the yards and win- 
dows of neighboring buildings — a 
miniature movie visible in each, like an 
alternate set from “Rear Window.” 
Floating on a screen above the city, with 
planes flying low overhead and the oc- 
casional passing truck audible on the 
streets below, the short movies feel like 
they might have materialized sponta- 
neously from the night air. 

The June 28 screening featured 
short films from the San Francisco- 
based High Concept/ Low Budget 
Film Festival (“...because $40 million 
can kill a good idea,” says the pro- 
gram). The movies varied in quality 
but, like most shoestring-budget pic- 
tures made by dedicated people, they 
all had a certain intense energy that 
keeps you watching. They included 
animation and live action, video and 
16 mm film, outlandish fiction and 
sincere confessional documentaries. 

The featured artists hailed from a 
dizzying array of locations. There was a 
strange but ftinny short fictional piece 


Rooftop Films Founding Director Mark Elijah Rosenberg moved his inde- 
pendent weekly film fest to Brooklyn where it screens new, rare films on 

3 rooftop. Sarah M. Palmer/Rooftop Films 


called “ATM,” set in Williamsburg, by 
that neighborhood’s own Will Car- 
lough, and a brilfiandy bizarre drama by 
scientists at the McMurdo Research sta- 
tion in Antarctica, aptly tided “The 
Strange and Terrible Fate of Sir Walter 
Scott.” From North Carolina came a 
documentary about a “solo noise artist” 
who performs for Christ, and again 
from Brooklyn came a strange fitde an- 
imated film about knitting and child- 


hood lust, by Holly Klein. 

The budget and independence of the 
movies shown over the summer is what 
unifies them — they have no part of the 
traditional Hollywood-studio structure. 
The roof is a venue for filmmakers who 
will probably never make money off of 
this work, but keep at it because they 
have the drive to create something, 
armed with little more than a camera, 
and often not even an especially nice 


one. That drive is apparent in the come- 
dies and the tragedies, in experimental 
visual films and non-fictional character 
studies — these movies want to be 

The variety of films is part of the 
point, as the Rooftop literature makes 
clear; the series covers almost every 
genre imaginable, with an eye towards 
drawing an equally varied audience. 
The filmmakers behind Rooftop Films 
chose this Williamsburg roof in part be- 
cause they wanted to attract as many 
different kinds of viewers as possible — 
“people from communities that might 
not otherwise overlap.” 

They’ve succeeded to a certain ex- 
tent: the audience, mostly an arty bunch, 
does vary in age and race, with a sprin- 
kling of neighborhood kids thrown in. 
Still, it’s easy to spot the moviegoers on 
the Manhattan-bound L train after the 
screening ends. 

The rest of the summer schedule in- 
cludes the mixture of themes and styles 
that you might expect, including 
“Women Make Movies” (gay/lesbian 
films), Arab and Muslim films, full fea- 
tures and animated shorts. The July 26 
screening will be a collection of films by 
and about women, called “Bikini Line.” 

The weekly shows continue to 
grow, and as they do, they’ll inevitably 
attract an even more diverse group of 
people and even more widespread sub- 
missions of small, sometimes beauti- 
ful, often strange and always deter- 
mined movies that are finally getting 
some well-deserved exposure on, of all 
places, a Williamsburg rooftop. 


Where To GO... 


Jackie Martling. 7:30 pm. Sea- 
side Park at Fifth Street and Surf 
Avenue. (718) 469-1912. Free. 

BARGEMUSIC: Chamber music 
program of Martinu, Beethoven 
and Faure. $35. 7:30 pm. Fulton 
Ferry Landing. (718) 624-2083. 

FILM SERIES: Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Summer Film event. To- 
night: "My American Girls." 8:45 
pm. Empire-Fulton Ferry State 
Park. (718) 802-0603. Free. 
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Art Space, 70 N< 

(212) 539- 8750. 

HEROES: Tada! Youth Theater 

that features movement, words 

Brooklyn and St. Mark's 
avenues. (212) 252-1619. Free. 
CAROUSEL RIDE: Free rides 
today. 11 am to 3 pm. Prospect 
Park. (718) 282-7789. Free. 
GARDEN CONCERT: Brooklyn 


Ladies 
man 

R8<B legend Teddy 
Pendergrass (pictured) 
will perform on July 29 
at 7:30 pm at the 20th 
annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. concert series 
at Wingate Field (be- 
tween Winthrop Street 
and Kingston Avenue). 

Among his three 
decade career high- 
points are "If You Don't Know Me By Now," with 
Harold Melvin 8c The Blue Notes, and his bed- 
room trio "Close the Door," "Turn Out the Lights" 
and "Do Me." Pendergrass shows no signs of 
slowing; on July 30, he's releasing a new DVD, 
"Teddy Pendergrass: From Teddy, With Love" (Pi- 
oneer Entertainment, $24.90). 

See why Teddy's career has such staying power 
at Monday's free concert. Bring your own chairs. 
For more information, call the hotline at (718) 469- 
1912 or (718)802-3700. 


i at Lincoln PI; 


ance. $3. 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band shell, Ninth Street 
and Prospect Park West. (718) 
855-7882 ext. 45. 

FILM: Park Slo^e Food Co-op 

Tribe of Heart. Documentary of 

to P a e nTmals a 730 pm. Discussion 1 
follows. 782 Union St. (718) 
622-0560. Free. 

BARGEMUSIC: Chamber music 
program of Beethoven, Strauss 
and Brahms. $35. 7:30 pm. Fulton 
Ferry Unding. (718) 624-2083. 
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PUPPETWORKS: "Pinnochio." $7, 
$6 children. 12:30 pm. 338 

gested. V (71 8^965-3391 SU9 

FAMILY THEATER: "Alice in Won- 
derland." 4 and 8 pm. See Sat., 
July 27. 

OTHER 

OPENING: 20th anniversary BWAC 
Outdoor Sculpture Show. Recep- 

Fulton Ferry State Park, Water 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

AUDUBON CENTER: "Butterfly 
Time," a family arts and crafts 


to 4:30 pm. Pn 
Park. (718) 287-3400. 
BROOKLYN BREWERY: Brooklyn 


, i. 200 Eastern 
Parkway. (718) 638-5000. Free. 
GALLERY TOUR: Positive Focus 

about photography styles. 

Noon to 5 pm. Call for informa- 
tion. (718) 854-9298. 


over 30 sculptures from loca 
and nationalists. Noon tc 

Park , foot of the Brooklyn 
Bridge. (718) 596-2507. Free 

PERFORMANCES 

OUTDOOR THEATER: Lite 
Company 






